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HE office of paſtor, in which I have now for ſome 

ears ſtood related to you, intitles you to a particular 

are of ſpiritual amd and attention from me. I fear, 

indeed, the nature of this relation, and the duties which re- 
ciprocally flow from it, are, by no means ſo much conſidered 
as they ought to be, in an age which ſeems to pride itſelf in 
the moſt licentious ſcepticiſm, both in principle and practice. 
The folly, however, of the times cannot alter the real nature 
of things, as they are in the ſight of that God, before whom 
both you and I muſt ſhortly 'appear, and give an account of 
our behaviour in this relation. Whether I have faithfully in- 
ſtructed and warned you or not, and whether you have received 
the word of God in truth and in the loye of it, will then be 
made evident in the view of men and of angels. It is my 
5 prayer to God, that we may meet at the tribunal of 
Chriſt “ with joy, and not with grief.“ Some of you have, I 
truſt, found the doctrine, which 1 have preached among you, 
through grace to © be the power of God unto ſalvation.“ 1 
cannot ſay, indeed, that I have laid before you any thing new; 
for what you have heard inculcated for many years, is certainly 
nothing elſe than the real doctrine of the Church of England 
eſtabliſhed at the reformation ; and it muſt be obſerved, that 
no other was generally heard from the pulpit in the times of 
Elizabeth and James I. The ſpirit of innovation crept in af- 
terwards, and gradually. introduced a novel divinity, which 
has too much ſupplanted the goſpel of Chriſt in our Church. 
But it is remarkable, that no operations of God's Holy Spirit, 
no ſenſible moral alteration in ſinners, no evidently good effects 
have appeared to attend the new mode of preaching ; while 
that which I ſeriouſly apprehend to be the true Goſpel of Chriſt, 
is mighty indeed in operation, and teſtifies, by its beneficial 
conſequences, that its Author is Divine, | 


*, 
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One very remarkable inſtance of this, it is the buſineſs of 
the following ſheets to lay before you. The ſubject of it was 


well known among you. Your village was the ſcene of the 


great work of God here deſcribed, and to yourſelves | can ap- 
peal for the truth of many things which are advanced. lt is 
my ſerious prayer, that you may not be of the number of thoſe 
who © regard not the work of the Lord, neither conſider the 
operation of his hands,” When God manifeſts himſclf parti- 
cularly in any of his works of grace and providence, it 1s the 


duty of his creatures to attend and receive inſtruction. And if 
others may be deſired to lend an ear, much more may you, 


who ſaw as it were the Lord's workmanſhip in the caſe before 


us. You knew the perſon once involved in wickedneſs and 


folly; you ſaw alſo the ſolid and laſting change which enſued. 
The circumſtances of his converſion point out a divine hand; 


and the agreement of the whole with the doctrine which you 


hear delivered, deſerves your deepeſt attention. 

I ſhall make no apology for the imperfeQions and inaccura- 
cies which may attend this little piece : It is not written. for 
fame, but for uſe, by one whoſe employments and infirmities 
leave him not that leiſure for correction, which might other- 
wiſe be wiſhed. I would to God, both you and | may be ever 
ſeriouſly employed in the correction of the heart, by the grace 
of the Goſpel, and the diſcipline of the' Divine Spirit | To hig 


effectual agency I recommend your ſouls, and am 


Vour affectionate Paſtor, 
J. M ILN E R. 
d 
abs 


villains from Julius Cæſar down to Nadir Shah, 


Some remarkable PasSactgs ia the L I F E ef - 
W. WILLIAM HOWARD. 


CHAPTER I. 
His ConveRsion, written by himſelf. 84 


HOUGH the lives of good men, who have paſſed 
through life without any remarkable interpoſitions 'of 
- Divine Providence and Grace, ſeem not to claim the 


public attention, nor are likely much to affect any of mankind, 


ut thoſe few individuals, whom friendſhip or relation have pe- 
culiarly intereſted in all their concerns, yet when God has 
been — in an eminent way, to hold out ſome as lights in 
the world, and to diſplay his arm in a very viſible and extra- 
ordinary manner, it ſeems a fort of Atheiſtic profaneneſs to 
paſs by ſuch ſcenes in ſilence. There may have been others 
as pious, as wiſe, as dear to God; but certainly their ſto 
is not ſo inſtructive to others. That Divine Wiſaom which 
inted theſe circumſtances of notoriety, ought to be thank- 
folly adored, as meaning to convey ſome uſeful leſſons to man- 
i And it is in humble ſubſerviency to ſuch gracious de- 
ſigns of Providence, that ſome remarkable paſſages in the liſe 
of William Howard are offered to the public. “ But who is this 
William Howard ? we never ſo much as heard of his name. 
By what did he diſtinguiſh himſelf in the hiſtory of mankind ?” 


I confeſs he is an obſcure character, and with reſpect to poli- 


tical and ſocial life, I have no deſire but that he remain ſo. I 
know no battles that he fought, no kingdoms that he ſubdued, 
no ſchemes of -policy that che invented. Vou will own with 
me alſo, that it had been well for mankind, if my illuſtrious 
ad walked 

in the ſame ſcenes of obſcurity. It ever argues a meanneſs of 
taſte to admire only characters, which have in them ſomething * 
that is ſplendid and turbulent, Let me intreat the reader to 
uard againſt this weak prejudice, which fteals inſenſibly on 
the . fore it is aware. The life of Col. Gardiner, writ-_ 
ten by Dr. Doddridge, was indeed attended with a double ad- 
vantage, the Yignity, public life, and glorious death of the 
Hero, and alſo the eſtabliſhed reputation of the author, Nei- 
ther of theſe advantages are poſſeſſed in the preſent caſe. There 
is however ſomething ſo peculiarly uſeful in ſuch caſes, that I 


venture to ſolicit the eee 
ant © 2 yer 
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16 | 
ver heard of the perſon before. His converſion was very ſimi- 
lar to that of Col Gardiner, not quite ſo ſtriking in ſome cir- 
cumſtances, but I think equally ſolid. In both, indeed, the 
hand of God was very conſpicuous. The publication of the 
former has evidently been beneficial to mankind; and whoever 
has conſidered the dreadful inattention to divine things, and 
ſceptical contempt of the operations of Divine Grace, which 
prevail at this day, will own the ſeaſonableneſs of bringing 
into public view a caſe ſo remarkable as this which is going to 
engage the attention of the reader. ; 

There is another common prejudice, on which it may not 
be amiſs to ſay a few words. hatever may be the cauſe, fo 
it is, if a man is held out to view as a perſon of piety, the po- 
lite part of mankind immediately, as it were by a fort of aſſo- 
ciation of ideas, connect with this the notion of ſome weak- 
_ neſs of underſtanding. Ang ſome readers already, I fear, pre- 
ſent Mr. Howard to their imagination in this light. It is, I 
am confident, as abſurd an aſſociation of ideas, as any of thoſe 
which Mr. Locke expoſes in his chapter on the ſubject in his 
Effay on Human Underſtanding ; too abſurd, indeed, to me- 
Tit a ſerious or regular confutation. All that it proves is, the 
prodigious progrefs which vice and infidelity have made in our 
times, With refpe& to Mr. Howard, I do not exhibit him 
as an extraordinary genius. That he was, however, a perſon 
of ſufficient ſolidity of underſtanding, and intirely free from a 


- gloomy or an enthuſiaſtic ſpirit, the account given by himſelf 


will abundantly prove to every unprejudiced mind. In ſhort, 
after an intimate acquaintance with him for ſome years, I can- 
not ſee any thing in his underſtanding, temper, or conſtitution, 
that could have the Teaſt influence in the production of thoſe 
extraordinary religious ſcenes which I undertake to diſcloſe. 
Inga conſequence of my hinting to him the utility of ſuch a 
publication, he drew up himſelf a narrative, which he put in- 
to my hands. There were very juſt reaſons for delaying its 
appearance, while he was alive, in which we both acquieſced. 
At the ſame time he left to me the reviſal and correction of the 
piece, and ſubmitted the direction of the whole to my judg- 
ment. I ſhall at preſent then withdraw, deſiring the reader 
to hear him ſpeak for himſelf, after aſſuring him, firſt, that I 
make no alterations, but ſuch as relate to orthography, or 
things of the like nature: For it is not my intention to recom- 
mend this perſon as a ſcholar, but as a chriſtian; and, ſecondly, 
that I make no ſuppreſſions, but of things which I thought'no 
_way-marerial, among which the omiſſion of a very partial ef- 
3 9 fuſion 


(737 
fuſion of: his Friendſhip towards myſelf, will, I hope, be ex- 
cuſed. But the work of God upon his ſoul is communicated 
with religious exactneſs, according to his own ſimple narrative. 
( | a 
Had my deſcent from parents of the Church of England, 
and was born in Weſtmeath, in the Kingdom of Ireland, 
in the year 1721. My father died in my ſeventh year, at the 
| old age of ſeventy. He was a reputable farmer, a 
ſon of great modeſty, temperance, decency of conduct, and 
the ftriteft honeſty. Though he gave abundantly to the poor, 
his ſubſtance increaſed. The Lord proſpered him in his un- 
dertakings; he took great pains to bring up his children in the 
fear of God, beſtowing on us, what in his eyes at leaſt was, 
a liberal education. | 
Alas | neither his care nor his example had the deſired effect 
on me. To lie and to ſwear were leſſons I had but too great a 
docility in acquiring; my heart burnt with the fire of luſt, be- 
fore I reached my ſixteenth year. nor did I omit any opportu- 
nity of gratifying it, which, if I could hide from man, I was 
ſatisfied, ſeldom conſidering that God's all- ſeeing eye was up- 
on me; yet my conſcience, at times, rebuked me ſeverely, in- 
ſomuch that I reſolved that, when I married, I would give up 
that ſinful practice, well knowing that it was contrary to the 
command of God. In the mean-time, however, I made no 
efforts to controul my paſſions, but cheriſhed them with all 
my might; ſo early (with ſhame be it ſpoken) was I the ſlave 
of ſin, a ſervant of Satan, and a rebel againſt the bleſſed God. 
In 1741 I married the only daughter of a wealthy Tallow- 
Chandler and Soap-Boiler, in the town of Drogheda, lived 
with my father-in-law to his death, learnt his buſineſs, and, in 
right of my wife, became heir to his fortune. But my pur- 
poſe of living in chaſtity in the married ſtate ſoon vaniſhed ; 
my luſtful deſires overpowered my reſolutions ; my heart be- 
came more callous as I advanced in years, and my remorſe | 
leſſened, | 
My wife died in 1745, and within two years I married 
- again an heireſs as before, by whom I obtained a conſiderable 
fortune, which enabled me to enlarge the ſphere of my buſineſs, 
which I now carried on with great ſucceſs. 
In 1755 I was ſworn in —_ of Drogheda. I now in- 
dulged in riotous exceſſes, which brought on that puniſhment, 
which Providence has, in the natural courſe of things, connect- 
ed with intemperance, Before the year of my magiſtracy was 
Expired, I yas ſeized with a violent fit of the gout, and re- 
mained 


189 

mained three months in the utmoſt torture. My irreligious 
fituation left me no teſources in God; my impatience was un- 
. controuled ; I often wiſhed myſelf dead; but the God of all 
mercy was deaf to my wicked prayers, and reſtored me to 
health. 1 knew not then how to admire the riches of his ou” 
nefs and forbearance, and had no idea of that unutterable kind 

neſs for which he had reſerved me. | Ty 

When my anguiſh in ſome meaſure abated, my conſcience 
ſeverely rebuked me for continuing in ſin and rebellion againſt 
a merciful God. I determined, (but, alas! in my own 
Rrength) to lead a new life, and never more to offend, The 


_ conſequence was what might be expected, where there is no 


other dependance but on the arm of fleſn. As ſoon as health 
and ſtrength permitted, I brake through all my reſolutions, and 
ran to my darling vice, © like the dog to his vomit.” © Can 
the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the Leopard his ſpots, then 
may ye alſo do ws that are accuſtomed to do evil, * where 
no power but that of mere nature is concerned, 
1 went on in a continual hurry of buſineſs, all appearance 
of religion ceaſed, public and private worſhip were - 
lected entirely; worldly buſineſs and ſenſual gratifications by 
turns engtoſſed me; and the bountiful giver of all good mp 
was never mentioned, except in blaſphemy and profaneneſs. 
What bleſſing could indeed attend a life ſpent in the ſervice 
_  _ of fin, and in redellion again the Moſt High? Surely nothin 
but his tender mercy could ſave fo vile a wretch from cotal 
perdition. 1 185 | l. 5 
He now. proterds to give @ diſtinct account of his commercia 
- Conterns and engagements. A man ſ deeply immerſed in wickex- 
nee, could not be ſuppoſed to be very prudent in his affairs. It is 
- wot therefure with any deſign to abate the edge of cenſure again/t 
Vim, that I omit the whale narrative, but becauſe the account ſeems 
n way intereſting to the public. But he goes on: 


» 
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After my failure, in November 1770, my heart, ſtill un- 
humbled under the mighty hand of God, remained under the 
power of fin, amidſt all the variegated foenes of flight, exile, and 
diſtreſs, In Vondon I found a new world overſpread with al- 
lurements to captivate-my foul, and my conduct was, as be- 
fore, equally fooliſn and wicked. There is, however, ſuch a 
thing as ſatiety in vice, even where the real love of it is not at 


all diminiſhed. This was my caſe. The draughts of 


fin and folly, which I had taken in the metropolis, occaſioned 
it. I felt a wiſh-to-retire to ſome remote: corner of England, 
Y n e OTE . *. where 
ann 
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where I might live at a cheap rate, and ſaſe from my ereditors. 
A generous friend providentially ſupplied me, at 2 time that I 
was involved in the deepeſt diſtreſs, and enabled me to put 
this ſcheme into execution. 6 7 
I left London about the middle of May, 1772, with a 
view to retire into Yerkſhire. In this journey I reached the 
Humber, a large river which divides Lincolnſhire from York- 
ſhire, While I waited for the paſlage-boat, I obſerved, on 
the oppoſite ſide, ſome miles to the left, a beautiful village, 
ſtanding on an eminence near the River, finely adorned with 
trees and ſtately buildings. To me it ſeemed an earthly pa- 
radiſe. Better than that it proved; for there my heaven be- 
an. I was informed that its name was Ferriby, 8 miles from 
ull, ſeveral of whoſe opulent merchants adorned it in the 
manner which had ſo ſtrongly feaſted my ſight. I felt my- 
ſelf, however, determined to live there, and found a public 
houſe for my reception. The village fully anſwered my 
ideas, beautiful beyond defcription by its delightful fituation 
and elegant improvements, where was a church ſerved by the 
Rev. Joſeph Milner. He was Lecturer at the High-Church 
in Hull, where be refided, and taught the public Grammar- 
School there, and preached on the Sunday mornings at Ferriby. 
L went conſtantly to hear him, though with no other motive 
than that mechanical kind of habit, which diſpoſes us to do as 
our neighbours. Little attention did I pay to any thing that 
came from his lips. His fermons ſeemed long and tedious. 
Worldly forrow left no room with. me for pious meditation. I 
felt myſelf miſerable indeed, but had no idea of applying to 
that which alone could make me happy. | 
Indeed the tranſitory things of time and ſenſe can make no 
man happy. ln the time of my greateſt proſperity it was with 
me, as with every perſon who is a ſtranger to the grace of 


That cruel ſomething unpoſleſs'd, 
| Corrodes and leavens all the reſt. 
How is it poſſible that it ſhould be otherwiſe? not alt 
created things can fill the capacious defires of the immortal 
ſoul. No, nothing ſhort of the Creator's love, infixed into 
the ſoul by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, can complete its 
city, and give it to experience the real good of man. . 
I paſſed ſometime in a diſtreſſed ſtate. of mind, reflecting 
with bitterneſs on my hard fate and worldly trouble. About 
the beginning of Auguſt, inſtead of going to church on the 
Lord's day as uſual, I fauntered by the river fide, to kill 2 
' | * 
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when I was ſuddenly ſeized with a violent diforder in my head, 


and fell down terrified, dreading I was at the eve of death, 
and prayed to God to ſpare me, which he mercifully did. In 
an hour's time I arrived at my lodgings, and in a few da 
recovered from my frightful apprehenſions of a ſudden death. 
But a violent head-ach enſued, the anguiſh of which, in a 
great meaſure, diffipated my worldly ſorrow. I concluded 
that the judgment of God was upon me for neglecting public 
worſhip, which I therefore determined to omit no more. © 
E now paid more attention to the preacher, who, I obſerved, 
ſeemed to enforce his doctrine with much earneſtneſs, and po- 
fitively declared over and over again, that except a man be con- 
verted, he could not ſee the kingdom of God. All the conclu- 
fion I drew from ſuck aſſertions, was, that too much learn- 
ing had made him mad”. 1 | | 
On Sunday, March 28, 1573, my happineſs began, c_ 
it appeared to me a day of terror indeed. However, it was the 
day on which << the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning 


_ of wiſdom,” took hold of my rebel heart. 


Mr. Milner preached from theſe words.“ Marvel not at 
4 this; for the hour is coming, in which all that are in the 
« graves, ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth; they that 
have done good unto the reſurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil unto the reſurrection of damnation.”* No ſooner was 
the text delivered, than the word reached my heart, ** quick and 
powerful, and ſharper than a two-edged ſword,” infomuch 
that I quaked and trembled. Woe is me ! thought I, for I 
am undone, The vengeance of God has at laſt overtaken me 
for my. numberleſs crimes.” I was ſo confounded, that I 


knew not a word the preacher delivered after giving out his 
text; even that I forgot. On returning home, I begged my 


hoſt to ſhew me the text. On looking it over, I told him, 
I was undone, that the words it contained condemned me to 
the reſurrection of damnation ; that inſtead of doing good, I 
had ſpent my whole life in doing evil. He endeavoured to 
comfort me, but in vain. I now began to pray from a wound- 
ed ſpirit, and humbled myſelf before God, confeſſing my ſins, 
and Crying out for mercy, if peradventure he would hear me. 
Cards, and various vanities which I before followed, appeared 
now ſo unſuitable to my condition, that I gave them up al- 
together. But how to be pardoned for my paſt ſins, I knew 
not. They remained a heavy butthen on my ſoul. I retired” 


every day 2 grove at a little diſtance, © to pray and _ Des | 


The 424 5 Joux v. 28, 29, 
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Bible, a book I had rarely looked into for many years. I could 
open no part of it, but it ſhewed me what an hell-deſerving 
ſinner 1 was. This increaſed my affliction. I now deeply 
lamented my deplorable ftate, and wept. bitterly for my ſins 
my rejection of my father's good counſel was as a dagger to my 
heart. I continued the whole week without hope, dreading 
that the wrath of God would caſt me into hell, never thinking 
of a Saviour, but imagining my ſins were too heinous to be 
forgiven. 80 fooliſſi and ignorant was I, as it were a beaſt 
before God.“ And fo: great was the anguiſh of my ſoul, 
that I lamented that God had: ſpared: Noah and his Family. 
* Oh had they alſo been {wept away by the deluge, I had ne- 
& yer been.” A wounded ſpirit who can bear?” This world 
was now as inſipid to me, as a jeſt to a dying man, Wie 
The next ſabbath Mr. Milner preached from the following 
words ; „God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
« periſh, but have everlaſting life. For God: ſent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
4 through him might be ſaved.. He proclaimed God's moſt 
| pardon for the moſt abandoned ſinner, that would for- 
ake his fins, repent, and believe in Jeſus, whoſe precious 
blood cleanſeth from all ſins, however heinous or numerous. 
God be thanked, | received ſome conſolation from that diſcourſe; 
hope revived, and gladneſs dawned within me, My prejudice, 
as a churchman, againſt thoſe of other denominations: was now 
ſo removed, that | went in the evening, for the firſt time, to 


ga neighbouring village, to hear Mr. Bottomley, a diflent- 


ing miniſter. His diſcourſe was as darts and arrows to my 
ſoul,” though not without 9 s of hope. I proceeded 
Joyfully for ſome days, imploring God's forgiveneſs for the ſake 
of Jeſus, and the guidance of his holy ſpirit. I renounced my 
own righteouſneſs, being truly ſenſible of my vileneſs, and of 
God's unbounded: goodneſs in ſtill ſparing; me. | 

Satan, enraged at my giving up all hope of my own righte- 
ouſneſs, now caſt a ſtumbling- block in my way, in hope of 
ſtopping my progreſs, by filling my mind with Atbeiſm. I 
was terrified beyond expreſſion, cold drops of ſweat fell from 
me. I aroſe from prayer, and ran about the grove as one diſ- 
tracted, ſtruggling, but in vain, againſt the blaſphemous in- 
jection. I was now helpleſs indeed] But that God, who js 
nigh to the broken-baarted, relieved me, by fixing one of his 
faithful promiſes ſo powerfully: in my heart, that my Atheiſm 
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as inſtantly burnt up as ſtubble. The promiſe was, “ feel 


4 and ye ſhall find; a promiſe worth more to me than all the 
mines of Peru, which ſupported me in all my ſubſequent tri- 
als. I was ſoon compoſed enough to renew my ſupplications, 
and to lift up my heart in thankſgiving to God for my delivo- 
rance. My ſoul was filled with a pleaſing expectation, that 


by ſeeking the Lord, 1 ſhould ſurely find him. And I knew 


diſtinctly, for the firſt time, what is meant by reſting on a di- 
vine promiſe, I preſſed forward with ſtrong +defire, labouring 
to ſee the Saviour, with the eye of faith, bleeding on his croſs, 
and would have given the world to call him my own. Ani 
though I wayered often through the power of unbelief, yet, on 
the whole, I conſtantly fed on the promiſe, “ ſeek and ye ſhall 
« find.” The $HALL of the Almighty was an anchor of hope 
to my ſou}, ſure and ſtedfaſt, and I was enabled to conclude 
that he would at length appear for my relief | 
The third week of my conviction the tempter made a new 
attack, ſuggeſting that, as I had lived to grey. hairs in the 
ſervice of ſin, | muſt, by a long courſe of repentance, work 
myſelf into a ſtate of holineſs, before I could be pardoned ; a 
miſtake which coſt me many a ſorrowful hour: For no ſooner 
had Self ſet up his ſtandard, than I felt my heart ſtrong for the 
firſt time. - Somet;mes at prayer it ſeemed as it were a ball of 
iron within me. 1 could not now ſhed tears as before, which 
atly diſtreſſed me: But I was not forſaken, the ſill, ſmall, 
ut powerfulvoice of Goa ſounded ſome hours in my heart every 
day, drawing ye with the cords of redeeming love. The ſpi- 
Tit of God cauſed my foul to aſpire after heavenly things, and 
forget worldly cares, as if I had been new- born. How won- 
« derful art thou, Lord, in all thy ways, how great are thy 


c mercies to the children of men!!! 


I omitted no opportunity of hearing Mr, Milner and Mr. 


Bottomley, who often delivered the ſtrongeſt goſpel-encourage- 


ments, to comfort thoſe that mourn :” Nevertheleſs, I was 
not able to lay hold of any, but that precious one which has 
been mentioned, and which the Lord made to be ſufficient for 
my hour of need. They laboured likewiſe to deſeribe man's 
fall in Adam, and our depravity of heart by nature; but 
this was a point pf doctrine as yet hid from me. Often did 1 
complain to God of my actual fins; but the bitter root of a 
finful nature I ſaw not, nor was I rightly convinced of my 
nothingneſs in myſelf. In ſolitude [ mourned for my: ſins, 


ſtil! hoping that God would in his good time grant me my 


heart's deſire. In the mean-time ſome of my acquain 
believed I was falling into deſpair,  . -  * ntance 
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Phe fixth week of my conviction the Pariſh Clerk informed 
me, that Mr. Milner would be at his houſe the Saturday even- 
ing following, when I might have the opportunity of a perſonal 
interview with him. I gladly accepted the offer, and longed 
for the approaching time. | Me a 

He received me with much affection, and ſaid, he was glad 
to hear I wiſhed to ſeek the Lord, and depart from evil. I re- 
lated to him my diſtreſs for ſix weeks paſt, how I was awaken- 
ed under his miniſtry, and was not without hope of divine for- 
giveneſs; that I reſted on my Saviour's promiſe, << ſeek and ye 
de ſhall find,” and firmly believed that he could not break his 
word. But as I had ſpent my whole life in doing evil, I was 
confident that my pardon could only be procured on the con- 
dition of a long eburſe of repentance. Mie 

He deſired that I would truly anſwer him one queſtion, re- 
membering that I was in God's preſence, from whom no ſecret 
was hid. Do you believe, ſaid he, that God would be juſt, 
if he baniſhed you to hell? I anſwered, moſt affuredly, if that 
were his pleaſure, as there never lived a more infamous wretch 
than myſelf. However, I believed his judgments were mixed 
with mercy, otherwiſe I muſt have been in hell thirty years 
ago ; for that my whole life had been one continued ſcene of 

tranſgreſſion. | N i 

I have now, ſays he, great hopes that you are not far from 

happineſs. But how is it, that you expect pardon for the me- 
rit of your repentance? Do you know your ſtate by nature, 
that it is not in you, by reaſon of indwelling- ſin, either to 
repent, to believe, or even to think one really good thought? 
Vou muſt be beholden to Divine Grace for all theſe things. 
As he underſtood by my anſwer my ignorance of the true doc- 
trine of the FALL, he ſhewed me that God created Adam 
upright, and after his on image; that by his diſobedience he 
forfeited the divine favour, and brought down a curſe on him- 
ſelf and all his poſterity; that hence we are all “by nature 
<« children of wrath, earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh;” that he himſelf 
was equally guilty with me, though he had never gone into 
thoſe lengths of groſs immorality which I had done; yet that 
bis heart was naturally filthy, being eſtranged from God by 
the vail of darkneſs that covers our hearts, through the extreme 
corruption of nature ; that all without exception remain under 
the power of thatdarkneſs, and under the curſe of the divine law, 
till they experience redemption by believing in Chriſt, whoſe 
blood alone, and not our works, can atone for our fins, and juſti- 
fy us in the ſight of God; for curſed is every one that conti- 
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« nueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do 


e them.” Now, added he, the Holy Spirit hath convinced you 


What a vile ſinner you are, | humbled your ſtubborn heart to 

godly ſorrow, and prepared you to receive God's moſt gracious 
| pardon; and, as one of Chriſt's minifters, J will lay the di- 
vine invitation before you, that you may be reconciled to him, 
by accepting the pardon of all your fins, and may live the reſt 
of your days to his glory. He then opened to me the following 


paſſage of Scripture': Now then we are ambaſſadors for 


«© Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us. We pra 
« you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hat 
% made him to be fin for us, who knew no ſin, that we might 
<« be made the righteouſneſs of God in him.“ I now in 
St. Paul's place, ſays he, and beg you to believe this invita- 
tion, and accept the pardon of all your fins, which Chriſt has 
purchaſed for you, and which God freely beſtows on you for 
his ſake. On my reading the invitation, my ſoul was humbled 
in the duſt, and I — out, dear ſir, how can | believe that 
God ſhould invite a ſinful wretch like me, to be reconciled to 
him? He laid open to me many paſſages of Scripture, all 
tenfging to confirm the ſame thing, among others the well- 
known parable of the Prodigal Son, declaring that the invita- 
tion was God's own word, ſpoken by his ſervant Paul, through 
the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt; adding, that God's 
<< thoughts are not as man's thoughts, nor his ways as our 
Gays.” | 1 7 N. 
Notwithflanding all he ſaid, I could not believe it to be God's 
invitation, but imagined it might be a miſtake in the print- 
ing of his Bible, and wiſhed to ſee how it was in mine. Never- 
theleſs, I concealed my intention, and defired leave to retire a lit- 
tle, promiſing ſoon to return. I haſtened to my lodgings, and 
rly opened the place, which contained the very ſame words. 
1 fixed my eyes wiſhfully on the invitation a moments. 
A great weakneſs ſeized me, that I could neither pray nor ut- 
ter a word; I was truly helpleſs. Then it was that my God 
and Saviour manifeſted his 1 in my weakneſs. Quick 
as lightning the Holy Ghoſt ſſeſſion of my heart, and 
filled all my faculties with heavenly delight. My tongue or 
pen can very faintly deſcribe it. the bliſs I had ever en- 
joyed was no more like it, than midnight darkneſs is like the 
meridian ſun. It was heaven indeed, ſomething of the real 
nature of heaven I then enjoyed. My ſoul was wrapped in 
the embraces of the adorable Jeſus. And L was fo overpower- 
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| WI 
ed with holy love, and ſo much loſt to every thing elſe, that 
for. nigh half an hour I forgat there was ſuch a perſon as 
Mr. Milner. At length I returned, and ſhouted aloud that 
the Holy Ghoſt was in my heart, and that God was in Chrift 
reconciling the world to himſelf. My Lord's never-failing 
promiſe, & ſeek and ye ſhall find,” was made good to my now 
happy ſoul. Glory be to thee, O Lord my God, whoſe mercy 
and truth endureth- from generation to generation, and never 
faileth. I ſpent, the enſuing night in ſinging praiſes to my 
God and Saviour, who purchaſed my pardon with his blood, 
ſeaſting my ſoul with fatneſs and heavenly delight; „ the 
< ſpirit of God witneſſing with my ſpirit, that I was born of 
„God, and a joint heir with Chriſt.” How inſignificant did 
this world, with all its grandeur appear to me, who had 
<.Chrift the hope of glory” for my everlaſting treaſure | I then 
experienced indeed the truth of the doctrine, which I had heard 
from the pulpit, that except a man be born again, he cannot 
ce ſee the kingdom of God.“ And this bleſſin g is to be felt in 
happy experience. For at that day, ſays our Lord, ye ſhall 


©: know, that Lam in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.“ 


I heartily wiſh, none, who read this, may reſt ſatisfied without 
the ſame experience; for if any man have not the ſpirit of 
„ Chriſt, he is none of his.” + know ye not, ſays St. Paul, 
writing to the Corinthian believers, ** that ye are the temple 
of God, and the ſpirit of God dwelleth in you?“ f 

Fired with zeal for the Redeemer's cauſe, I now felt myſelf 
diſpoſed to warn all I met with, to repent and believe the goſ- 
[94 that they might be ſaved, declaring what great things the 

ord had done for me the worſt of ſinners. | 1 

l rote an account of theſe things to my nephew at Dublin, 
giving him and the reſt of my relations the beſt inſtructions I 
could, by which they might obtain the ſame precious gift. 
They concluded that I was befide myſelf, in conſequence of 
-which my nephew diſpatched a friend to viſit me, who on his 


return removed their fears, by informing them of the change 


which had taken place in my converſation and conduct. 
In March, 1774, I went to London, and there heard yari- 


ous preachers of the goſpel of Chriſt. All enlightened teach- 


ers of every denomination, 1 was enabled to ſce, are inftru- 

ments in the Lord's hands for turning ſinners from darkueſs 

to light, and from the power of Satan to God. Gal 
Alter ſome time I returned to Dublin, My nephew and the 


reſt of my family received me joyfully. I remained with them 


about 


* Jonx xiv. 20. + Rom. viii, 9. Ti Cor, iii. 16. 
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about two months in perfect privacy, judging it improper to ap- 3 0 
pear to my creditors, as I had nothing to give them I hum- f = 
| - bly beſeech thee, O Lord my God, to give them the true | | 
— riches! „ | | wa $ 1 
During my ſhort ſtay, I had ſome of my relations and ac- 1 
quaintance often with me. I laboured to convince them of | ti 
their deplorable ſtate by nature and practice, and to ſhew them 3 
the neceſſity of CON VERSION. Nor were my labours loſt: 9 
My wife was convinced of her unworthineſs, was led to true * 
repentance, and was bleſſed with a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt. = I 
After this ſhe declined in health, and departed this life, hav- 9 75 
ing hope in her death, and entered into the joy of her Lord. i | 10 
She was the firſt ripe fruit that God was pleaſed to beſtow on 1 *. 
my labours. Others of them became rather uneaſy, and went 
to hear preachers, whom before wer treated with contempt. tt 
Glory be to God, my journey to Dublin was not in vain. ' | 


I longed to hear Chriſt's miniſters, and to aſſemble with his * 
people. The Lord my God conveyed me in ſafety, where J 
enjoyed that glorious privilege, therefore praiſe the Lord, O 
„ my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits, who pardoneth all 
« thy fins, and healeth all-thine infirmities.“ l 


EE 


CRAP TT E R II. 
Another account of his ConveRrstion. 


T has been juſtly obſerved, that the varicties and ſeeming 
J contradictions, which occur in the accounts given us by 
e four Evangeliſts, are ſo far from weakening the evidences 
of Chriſtianity, that oy very much eſtabliſh its credibility, 
The integrity of the Hiſtorians is by this circumſtance effectu- 
ally proved ; we are ſure there was no-colluſion; no precon- 
certed ſcheme; each writer has declared matter of fact, fo 
far as it fell within his cognizance, or ſtruck his imagination; 
and the diverſity is no more than what would naturally ariſe in 
all ſuch caſes, plainly to be accounted for from circumſtances, 
and yet fully conſiſtent with a perfect regard to truth in all the 
iſtorians. | | 4 
Such a diverſity may be expected in this ſecond account of 
Mr. Howard's converſion. It will not, I truſt, weaken and 
obſcure, but rather ſtrengthen and illuſtrate the foregoing nar- 
rative. It is taken from a paper which I wrote ſome years ago, 
| N | _— on 
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dn the reviſal of which, I thought proper, with ſome correc- 
tions, to give it to the public, accompanied with a few notes, 


which may not be unworthy the reader's attention. 


Mr. Howard, in early life, was intended by his parents for 
the Miniſtry.“ But as he was of a diſſolute turn of mind, he 
ſoon diſappointed their expectations; and, after ſpending ſome 
time at the Univerſity of Dublin, he grew more and more li- 
centious and abandoned in his conduct. 1 He was enga 
after this in various ſcenes of buſineſs and pleaſure, till about 
May, 1772, having diſſipated his All in London, in the worſt 
of company, and being ſupplied by a friend with a ſmall 
ſum of money, he determined to retire to ſome ob- 
ſcure corner of the Iſland. Providence directed him in his 


wanderings to North Ferriby. — delighted with the / ſitu- 


ation of the place, he lodged at a public houſe, and continued 
there about a year unknown to eyery one. He cauſedſ in the 
neighbourhood various ſpeculations, but was generally ſuppoſed, 
as was really the caſe, to be a perſon hiding himſelf from his 
creditors. His moral conduct, however, appeared not at all 
reformed ; he frequented every faſhionable vanity, as far as he 
was able. He was, indeed, abſtemious in the uſe of liquors ; 
but this he has ſince owned was the effect of neceſſity on ac- 
count of his health, In ſenſuality and uncleanneſs, he was fo 
notorious, that few who had any regard for their characters 
could dare to aſſociate with him, His converſation was parti- 
cularly corrupt, and even ſhocking; to ſome of thoſe who were 
by no,means remarkable for their purity of ſentiment, During 

this time indeed he was pretty — at church; but e. 


no ſerious. impreſſions, till about the end of the winter he hap- 


pened to aſk his landlord, what advantage the miniſter received 


for his attendance at the church to preach on the week-day 


once a fortnight, Being aſſured that this was without any 
| | emolument, 
© #®'This circurnftance I had from himfelf, though he has omitted it in his 


own narrative, - His friends in Yorkſhire, who knew him only by the name 


of Grant, will wonder that 1 call him Howard. The account already 
given of his circumſtances will enable them to ſee, that the change of his 
name was entirely prudential. Deliberate villany never made any part of his 
character; extreme thoughtleſſneſs in all his days of vanity certainly did. I 
am confident he would gladly have paid his creditors every farthing after his 
converſion. But, alas ! he had no means: To a candid mind I need ſay no more. 
F May | be permitted to remark here how extremely improper the conduct 
of many parents is, in deſtining their children to the church, without the leaſt 
regard to any thing but lucrative or prudential motives ? How can the candi- 


date for Holy Orders ſay, that he truſts he is inw moved by the Holy G beſt, & 


to take upon him this oftice, whoſe motives are merely worldly, and who has 
never been conſcious of any influences of the ſpirit of God at all? wW 


& See the ordination-ſervice of the Church of England. _ 
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| emolument} he as firuck in the following manner e Th 


a cannot proceed from the man's on fancy, nor would the 
& devil inſtigate him to ſuch practices, it muſt be the work of 
% good ſpirit. I have hitherto been uſed to deſpiſe him as 
4 crazy, but I will attend and endeavour to underſtand him, 
e the next time.” He did attend accordingly, but his thoughts 
were diverted, and no effect enſued, ' The next Sabbath how- 
ever was the time, when it pleaſed God to ſend the arrows of 
eonviction into bis foul. The ſubject of the diſeourſe was the 
laſt judgment. He beard for himſelf, and was ſo affected, that 
the ſcene appeared to be realized before him. In the diftreſs 
which was now brought upon him, he could not conceal from 
others his emotions, and that we. 1 he was unable to "ſleep 
through fear. For fix weeks after this he laboured, prayed, read, 
meditated, and was all alive for eternity. 'Fhe country all around 
was aſtoniſhed at the outward change, which had paſſed upon 
Rim. | He gave up alt his former grofs practices, could no 
Jonger bear vain company, “ and affected ſolitude and retirement. 
At the the end of | fixx weeks he made his caſe known to me 
in thei preſence of - ſeveral others, The emotions of his ſoul 
on this ocoaſion were: paſt all deſcription His words gave = 
ſtrong ideas, but his looks and geſtures much ſtronger. 
abhorrence of himſelf for ſin was very remarkable. He would 
have deſcribed the particular fins of which he had been gui 
but I thought it proper to prevent him. I never heard any 
one expreſs more vehement longings for the grace of — 
God, than he expreſſed himſelf. He declared, that neith 
loſs of money, nor of character, nor of any thing elſe, affect- 
ed him in the leaſt. He ſaid he ſaw from the Scriptures, that 


than before ; that he had now reformed indeed from his rofs 
. F 1200 | pr ices 


oe | 1 Jede 3 1 : ih, 1 * * , 1 g ths S Si * 
I remember one remarkable inſtance of this which he inſormed me of. 


ExpeRing.one. day a numbet of his vicious acquaintance to meet at the vill 
he retired from home, and ſpent the whole day: abroad, on — — 


ding: The plan of believing is: ſure to ſucceed, though with difficulty un · 
Arlt Matter af fact, however, ſne ws the good ſucceſs of the one, and 
1 e Fo Wr dirt t 82 


f 7 | EBIT: 30! 1 THY | | R154 
+ 7+ 1 ſear very many have no other plan! for obtaining.goodneſs, but this of 


he who believeth in Jeſus, hath everlaſting life: But then he 
thought he muſt repent firſt, and get his heart ſoftened; that 
notwithſtanding he had laboured for ſoſtneſs. of heart, 5 
was more flinty than any one's; that he had been fo vile, he 
feared God would not hear him; that he, had formerly, in a 
dangerous illneſs, made a ſtrong reſolution q to be good, but 
was ſo far from keeping it, that he had grown more hardened 
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(19) 
practices, but was certain a change of heart was neceſſary ; and 


till he obtained that, all his outward reformation would ſignify 
nothing. To love God W, was what he aimed at, but 
was at a loſs how to obtain it. Theſe and many other affect- 
ing things he uttered with many tears, and with a pathos beyond 
expreſſion, I could not but remark in him, as in all who 
turn to Gods, a very ſtrong propenlity to ſelf-worthineſs. I en- 
deayoured to fix his thoughts on the free love of God in Chriſt 
to ſinners ; and it was with difficulty I could engage his atten- 
tion to this, ſa. much was he taken up with thoughts concern- 
ing the acquiſition of love to God, in order to procure his 
favour. It pleaſed God at length to give me the liberty of ut- 
tering, and him the ſpirit of attention to the latter end of 
2 Cor. v. I repreſented to him the ſource of all his ſinful 
tet in the corruption of his nature, and endeavo to 
ay before him God-in Chriſt, as beautifully deſcribed iq that 
pailage, and in a ſolemn manner, in the name of God, invi- 
ted. him to be reconciled to God, ſince it appeared to me 
that both God and he were deſirous of being reconciled to 
each other; God from his own book, and he from his words 
and behaviour. He left me for a little time to pauſe in read- 
ing the chapter twice over by himſelf. On his return how 
amazed were we to find the Aden alteration. He faid he had 
now attained that particular 1 of heart, and * 4 


This is a delicate point in practical religion, and far leſs underſtood even 

by many godly perſons than it deſerves. It is evident Mr. Howard had 
been regenerated, ſoftened, humbled, or by whatever other term the new heart 
may be expreſſed; But as he was deſtitute of divine conſolation, and as even 
the moſt holy do ever ſee more reaſon to be aſhamed that they have attained 
fo little, than to be pleaſed that they: have attained ſo much, it was no wonder 
that he-complained how hard hig heart was. Indeed the very beginning of an 
** heart of fleſh,” and of the removal of the © ſtony heart, (to uſe Ezekiel's 
expreſſions) will naturally evidence itſelf in ſuch complaints. The man does 
ove God, but how can he know that he does ? The ſenſe of guilt, and the 
ting condemnation of the law, Rom. vii. 5. will render n 
ſuſceptible of temptations to blaſphemy, deſpair, and enmity againſt God, 
even while he condemns himſelf, hates all fin, and approves of the holy law 
af God. The new nature is fettered evidently, and cannot exert in a ſenſible 
manner its ine powers, ti , conſcience be pacified, and the fear of 
damnation. be removed. This is brought about purely by the Goſpel. Let 
him underſtand, that God free forgives fin, and that he has only to waſh in 
the blood of Chriſt, and be clean, to frar not, only to believe, and the more 
ſenfible removal of his hardneſs of heart will take place, together with the 
removal of his ſlaviſh fear, The impriſoned new nature will expand her- 
Ap liberal efufions of love; the man will be ſenfible both that God loves 
and that he loves God, and a gepes of ingenuous humiliation before un- 

3. 
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owarg's being enabled in ſimplicity to believe the goſpel report. He 
evgently, as the reader man uaderitand by com paring his account with mine, 
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(20) | 
God, which he had wanted, that it was the view of God in 
Chriſt; which had given it him. He was ſure that the Holy: hoft 
had revealed the redeeming love of Chriſt to his foul ; that he 
was now happy every limb; that he had been on a wrong ſcent, 
and never ſaw the way till now. The fear of wrat . 
now quite gone, he loved God more than he could expreſs. 
muſt, ſays he, be a vile dog indeed, if 1 do not now love God. 
It feems as if God and I was perfectly reconciled. 5 
During this ſcene, the ſtory of the woman in the ſeventh 
chapter of St. Luke, who had been forgiven much, being 
mentioned, he was in ſuch * pr rapture, as exceeds the 
power of language to deſcribe. Al the graces of the new man, 
by turns, ſhewed themſelves in his difcourſe and behaviour. -I 
never had ſo ſtrong an idea from any human deſcription of a 
\ ſweet filial fear of offending a reconciled Father, as from his 
conduct on this occaſion. His knowledge of divine things 
amazed me. Not a hint could be ſtarted, but he underſtood 
and improved the thought before one had time to explain it; 
and many or thoſe obfervations, which are uſually made by 
found Divines on vital religion, he now uttered with aſto- 
niſhing clearnefs, and heart- felt power. d u- 
Alk this was the more wonderful, as he could not be ſup- 
poſed to be much acquainted with religious books, and knew 
very little of the Bible... 
TFle ſpent the evening of this ſame day in peruſing the Epiſ- 
tle to the Romans. The next morning, being Sunday, he came 
to me, and told me how he had been filled all the night with joy. 
le expatiated with much clearneſs and ſtrength on the doctrine 
. of the Epiſtle, and told me how he had reflected in the night 
on the ſovereign majeſty of God, and in the view of it he ſaw 
the fin of ſelf-righteouſneſs in the moſt abominable light.“ 
le has now for ſeveral weeks paſt continued in the ſame 
frame of love and joy. He will not willingly talk of any ſub- 
ject but divine things. He is always exhorting others, and 
ee eee ee praying 
been ftriving in a ſelf-righteous ſpirit, Holy liberty is attained only by the 
faith of the Goſpel. It is doubtleſs then the duty of miniſters to teach all 
penitent ſinners to appropriate the bleſſings of the goſpel by faith without delay. 
he want of this. knowledge keeps many precious ſouls in bondage. The 
danger of Antinomianiſm, I acknowledge, is great on the other hand; but it is 
better withſtood. in the plain way of the ſecond chapter of St. Jamx's, than by 
nice refinement, ' | b v3 os ae; Wh 
_  * It will be proper to add here that he told me about this time, that he had 
been reflecting what could be the reafon why God could not pardon fin with- 
out the ſufferings of his Sen, and that it occurred to him, that the bolineſs of 
his nature required fatisfaction to be made to Juſtice. How well do men com- 
prehend the true Foaming of the Divine Character when once taught of God | * 


# 
* 


*%. — =, —— an 
1 % CS 4 
— ILSS "= % 


W amimnscm wm «wo my wa 


<A © If «u tis © o& A. A. dio wed 


(21) 


praying for them moſt affectionately. He has taken private 
lodgings, no longer able to bear the neceſſary diſturbance of a 
public houſe. On occaſion of ſeeing a corpſe in a grave, he 
declared he wifned much, if jt were God's will, to be in that 
corple's place, that he might ſee his Jeſus; “but, ſays he, 
„ God has taken my will from me. I pray him never to let 
cc me have it again; for in that caſe I ſhould go on as before.“ 
He gives all the glory where it is due, and is conſcious that 
neither himſelf, nor men, nor means, but God-himſelf bath 
wrought the work on his ſoul. He writes letters to his former 
companions in wickedneſs. In ſhort, his whole life appears de- 
vated to God and to his Redeeme been 8 
He had all along been full of joy, when all on a ace he 
was tempted to diſbelieve the Scriptures, by an injection of an 
imagined contradiction: in the different accounts of the two 
Thieves, who were crucified with our Lord. The divine/ wiſ- 
dom, by which he was enabled to oyercome this temptation, . 
is remarkable. He felt himſelf. perfectly helpleſs. *. He ſaw. 
that faith, and every goad gift beſides, is the gift of God. He 
went to bed in heavineſs, but committed the matter to God in 
prayer, and endeayoured to take no notice of the ſuggeſtion, In, 
the morning it was gone, and he recovered his wonted peace. 
On the whole: If a man attempted to deſcribe in the ſtrongeſt, 
light a picture of a real converſion, I ſee not how he could ex- 
ceed this real, living inſtance of that marvellous power of the 
Lord, by which he raiſes the dead foul, and reſtores it to 
ſpiritual life. ' | EO | pd 4 q 
The attentive reader will ſee, from the turn of ſome of the 
paragraphs toward the end, that this was written, when I was 
under freſh impreſſions, from the contemplation of the caſe 
that has been exhibited. He has now ſeen the firſt bloom of 
this branch of the Lord's planting. He ſhall next, if he pleaſes, 
conſider at his leiſure its after- growth and variety of fruitful- 
neſs, till the rich exotic was tranſplanted from this unfriendly 
ſoil to its native heaven. C2 CHAT 
f he reader may remember he had the ſame ſenſation of helpleſſneſs, when 
he was firſt viſited with the conſolation of divine forgiveneſs, according to his 
own account. To lie, as clay in the Potter's hand, in paſſive ſubmiſſion to the 
Divine will, and in quiet dependance on God, not in ſloth, but in reſignation, 
is the true poſture of a chriſtian. By this way God viſits his people at firſt, 
and in this way he relieves them. in all future temptations, and for want of 
this our trials are often continued much longer than Pe they would be. 
I remember he told me of a ſcene not unlike this, which is now relating. When 


he firſt began to read the Old Teſtament, he expected a feaſt of much conſola- 

| 2 inſtead of which he found dark, blaſphemous, and gloomy thoughts to 

feſt his mind. He recollected he had not firſt prayed to God for the light of 

His ſpirit, He aſked forgiveneſs, profited by the rebuke, and afterwards read / 
Ola Teſtament with benefit and pleaſure, 


b 
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Eno ry a 
The Excellencies of his CharaFer. 


. HOWARD's reſidence among us after his conver- 
ſion, though not conſtant, yet gave us large and fre- 
quent opportunities of diſcovering his ſpirit and temper. Thoſe 
who rejoiced at the change, and thoſe who were diſpleaſed, (for 
there were thoſe who were diſpleaſed) had each an opportunity 
of obſerving, whether it was ſome tranfient whim which had 
ſeized his imagination, or a folid abiding alteration, which 
made him quite another man. | | 
1 have ſeldom ſeen a more affecting proof of human depra- 
| vity, than in the language of ſome at the time of his conver- 
fion, that it was only a ſudden. fit of religion, he would ſoon 
return to his old pratitices. Their malignant wiſhes { for their 
wiſh was father to that thought) were, however, diſappointed. 
He lived for years a ſhining exemplar of every chriſtian virtue, 
aud had time to give us the moſt convincing proofs of the ſo- 
lidity of his converſion. I am aware of that rant and h | 
bole, which are the uſual rocks of Panegyriſts. I hope to avoid 
them in this narrative, and to fay, not what a warm imagina- 
tion, or the effuſions of friendſhip may dictate, but what the 
ſevere laws of hiſtorical truth require. After all the abate- 


ments which the moſt ſuſpicious critic may make to my ſup- 


poſed partiality, it muſt be allowed by every one who knew 
him, that his religious joy was extraordinary ; that his fear of 
God was very exemplary ;- *hat his faith, both for things ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, was of the moſt lively nature; that his 
charity was uncommonly fervent and ſteady; that the chaſtity 


and purity of his manners were — evident; and that, 


in genuine humility of foul, he was an edifyi tern to the 
dire of Gand. N . 2 
Vet was chis fine gold not without ſome alloy. My deſign 
is to repreſent That with as much faith, fulneſs, and veraci 
8 his chriſtian excellencies. The genuineneſs of the 

od will not appear the Teſs to thoſe who know what man is, 
even in his beſt eſtate; and I have been too much di | 
with the well-meant, but extremely irjudicioys, narratives of 
too many holy men, in which you might fancy you were read- 
ing nee — — uman virtue, to be under 
| temptation of imitating 'the example, How different 
—— 1 | | 5 
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David, Solomon, and Peter are there held up to view as dif- 
tinctly in their failings as in their graces: And the God of | 
truth is ſeen throughout, impartial in his tory, and not giv- 
ing 2 titles to man. | { | 

ſhall proceed to conſider my deceaſed friend under the ſe- 
veral heads that have been mentioned, advertiſing the reader, 


© that in this chapter he will ſee only his beauties. The ſhades 


of his character are deferred to the next, for the ſake of order 
and clearneſs. Good and evil are mixed indeed in the ſame 
ſubject. The chriſtian is g as well as ſpirit ; but they are 


capable of a diſtin conſideration. 


I. That his religious joy was uncommonly great, will not 
appear ſurpriſing to thoſe who know the chriſtian life, who 
have attended to the ſuddenneſs of his change. There is no 
one thing that deſerves ſeverer examination, when as 
a teſt of holy ſincerity, than joy, becauſe it wp be conceived 
to ſpring from ſo many deluſive cauſes, as well as from a ge- 
nuine work of grace. It muſt, however, be allowed, that ta 
paſs at once from a ſtate of extreme anxiety, in matters of ſuck 
infinite importance, to acondition of peace and liberty, as he did, 
could ſcarce fail to be attended with the moſt joyful ſenſations 
of which the human mind is capable. It was in fact greater in 
him by far than I ever remember to have read or heard in 
perſon, but in Col. Gardiner, If the reader is acquainted with . 
what Dr. Doddridge has told us of his hero in that reſpect, 
he will excuſe my dwelling Jong on this article, In ftrength 
and purity, in fervour and continuance, their joy was much of 
the ſame kind; and I can conceive two reaſons, one of a na- 
tural, the other of a ſpiritual kind, which might combine their 
influence in raiſing their joys to a pitch unknown, in appear- 
ance at leaſt, to moſt of true chriſtians. They were both of 
very warm fanguine complex ions, which would give every ad- 
vantage to the difplay of their happy fenſations ; and as both 
had idolized the creature before their converſion in the moſt 
abandoned ſenſuality of praCtice, che God of all grace mi 
love toſhew them that ineffable fweetneſs in the Oreator, which 
they had prepoſterouſly ſought for m the creature, to keep them 
more firmly dependant on himſelf for true bliſs, and to prevent 
their returning to folly. e | 

Mr. Howard fos a number of years, till towards the eve of 
his life, lived in a ſtate of joyful communion with his God. 
Not a day paſſed, as he told me, without ſome exquifrte taſtes 
of heavenly bliſs. He could fcarce drefs himſelf in a morning 
with ſufficient haſte ; ſo eager was he to pour out his ſoul in 

thankſgiving 


| (24) 
thankſgiving to him, whom his ſou] loved, His delight in pub- 
lic worſhip was, | am well aſſured, little leſs than rapture ; his 
whole ſoul was exerted in it. His aſſurance of divine favour 
continued unclouded and vigorous, long after the firſt inipreſ- 
ſions of novelty were gone off. His love of God, in his word 
and in his providence, appeared to be the reſult of a new taſte 
and ſpirit ; and he fo naturally and freely indulged it in every 
company and - converſation, that any one might ſee his heart 
was always above, while his body was below. ; 
That which particularly demonſtrated the ſolidity of this joy, 
was the ſpirit of thankſgiving, with which it was accompanied, 
Wonder, gratitude, and love, were the conſtant effufions of 
his ſoul, whenever he ſpake of the Moſt High His language 
was a continued ſeries of bleſſing and praiſe, and that not in a 
formal manner, but with a ſpontaneous eaſe and liberal dignity 
of mind, as occaſions and circumſtances offered. | remem- 
ber once walking with him in Hull, when he obſerved the 
Hurry of buſineſs, and multitudes of people employed in it. He 
drake out into-this ann. O what a family has our God 
daily to provide for] This is one inſtance of that ſpirit, by 
which he was conſtantly influenced, and of that joy in God, 
which was ever breaking out in reverential admiration of the 
divine perfections. There is no occaſion for any ſincere ſouls 
to be diſtreſſed, becauſe they are not favoured with his heights 
of joy; eſpecially becauſe the ſelf-righteous temptaticns of 
many chriſtians require from their gracious God a treatment 
of a very different nature; at the ſame time, if any feel their 
love of the world reproved 1 this account as the cauſe of pre- 
venting their religious joy, I ſhall think their reading of this 
article well repaid, eſpecially if they be ſtirred up in future to 
ſeek at the throne of grace for ſome of thoſe chearing manifeſ- 
tations of the 'HoLy One of Iſrael, which furniſhed Mr, 
Howard's foul with ſuch glorious conceptions, | 
II. His EL fear was no leſs evident than his joy in the Lord. 
It is remarkable, that in the accounts which we have of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians converted under St. Peter's firſt ſermon at Je- 
ruſalem, it is ſaid, fear came upon every ſoul, ® This, I ap- 
prehend, was a very diſtinct perception from that compunc- 
tion and remorſe with which they were ſeized at firſt, and 
which is deſcribed by their being pricked at the heart, and — 
ing to the Apoſiles, men and brethren, what ſhall we do? What 
ever diſtreſs might attend this ſenſation, it was effectually re- 
moved by the joy of faith and the comfort of forgiveneſs, 2 | 
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left only in their ſouls a filial reverential fear, which had no 
torment, was conſiſtent with the ſincereſt love, and preſerved 
them in a ſtate of ſon- like obedience. It is remarkable, that 
the falſe joys of deluded profeſſors are known ſo to be, particu- 
larly from their want of this excellent principle. A forward, 
| boiſterous, intemperate aſſurance, mixed with a contemptuous 
cenſoriouſneſs, and much irreverence in religious proceedings, 
as well as ſcandalous negligence in their civil deportment, has 
too often marked the character of ſome, who have ſpoken great 
- ſwelling words 7 vanity, while they ſeemed to be poſſeſſed of 
the ſame joyful communion with God, which has been de- 
ſcribed in the caſe of Mr. Howard. No one who is poſſeſſed 
of a true ſpirit of candour, will think the worſe of a genuine 
work of grace, becauſe ſuch counterfeits exiſt, ſince the whole 
analogy of the courſe of nature demonſtrates ſuch caſes to be 
common in the world; nor indeed can the exiſtence of ſuch 
religious deluſions be well accounted for, but on the ſuppoſi- 
tion of the exiſtence of genuine experience. | 
As this ingredient of godly fear will be allowed to be a very 
diſcriminating; charaQteriſtic, it is with pleaſure I can aſlert, 
that it as a very conſpicuous part of Mr. Howard's charac- 
ter. Amidſt the overflowings of his joy, he retained a conſtant 
fear of ſin, and particularly of that ſin to which his pleaſing ſitu- 
ation moſt expoſed him to, I mean ſpiritual preſumption. His 
conſtant remembrance of what he had been, and till might be, 
if left to himſelf, had an evident tendency to temper his joy, to 
Preſerve all his affections in their due equilibrium, and to affect 
him with gratitude. only, not with preſumption, for the diſ- 
tinguiſhed favours which he had received. Nothing need be 
added to this article, but to illuſtrate this temper by ſome of 
his letters. | en 
I ſhall firſt give an extract of one dated from London, April 
12, 1774.— When | arrived here, I dreaded above all things 
-« leſt my old acquaintance ſhould find me out, fearing m 
„ weakneſs. and indwelling corruptions, leſt they ſhould be able 
to ſeduce me by their abominable practices. It pleaſed God 
& at laſt, that I ſhould be no longer hid, and one who had been 
% my particular, acquaintance, when in a ſtate of nature, mad- 
neſs, and folly, came and hurried me with him to his houſe 
ein Spring-Gardens. I was quickly. environed by my old 
v :*5:companions ; and though I was at firſt much alarmed, my 
Lord and my God ſoon gave me to truſt with confidence in 
his bleſſed promiſe, that he will never leave me, nor * 
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-< ſake me,” and has enabled me to tell them plainly of their 
dangerous fate, and the great ſalvation which the Almig 
„God has, in his wiſdom, love, and mercy, prepared for all 
that come to him by our bleſſed Lord Jeſus. They are filled 
« with wonder at the amazing change which God has brought 
4 about in vile me; and who can tell but it may pleaſe God that 
% by me (though a weak inſtrument) he may be pleaſed to 
«* bring happineſs to ſome of them ? For ſurely he. moves in a 
myſterious way his wonders to perform. I cannot conclude 
< without telling you, how greatly my indwelling- ſins perplex 
me, and often throw me into great fears; but bleſſed be 
God and Saviour, who has hitherto carried me through all, 
and I truſt he will finiſh the good work he has begun in me.“ 
In another letter, dated September 19, 1774, he ſays, I 
« have before me your very affectionate letter, which has my 
cloſeſt attention, an inſtructive leſſon, under God, to keep 
me low and humble. How much do | need to keep conſtant- 
* ly at the foot of my dear Redeemer's croſs.” In this letter 
he acquaints me with his having been very buſy in writing the 
account of his life and converſion, and which he commits to 
my peruſal and amendment. | | 
Hie obſerves in another letter, dated 2oth October, 1775, 
find every day brings its croſs.in ſome degree. How ſure 
dis our Saviour's promiſe, that his “ yoke is eaſy, and his 
burthen light.” Bleſſed be his holy name ! He makes it fo to 
his poor weak helpleſs fervant—My dear friend, think on your 
Son at the throne of grace, that the Lord may humble my re- 
I bellious heart, and enable me to live to the honour of his great 
name, in every good word and work; that I may put no 
confidence in an arm of fleſb, but may caſt all my care on 
my God and Saviour.“ | N 
Totuith this head: How far hewas from being puffed up 
with his ſpiritual attainments, and particularly from beholding 
bimſelf ſo much more favoured than others of the Lord's peo- 
ple, he ſheus in a letter, dated 27th June, 1776, in which, 
ſpeaking of his -wife's deceaſe, who had been through his means 
brought to a ſaving knowledge of God, he ſays, ** ſhe was for 
the. moſt part under (clouds of darkneſs, but now and then 
<'rays of divine light brake in upon her ſoul, which I am ſen- 
<«:fible is the caſe with of God's people. But O what 
** reaſon have I to praiſe the Lord my God, that not a day has 
spaſſed, ſince I received the ſpirit of adoption, without the 
ſenſible — of his love ſhining into my rauiſhed ſoul. 
2 * ever lie humbly at my adorable Redeemer's * 
00 0 ö » 1 * 
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I thought theſe extracts would illuſtrate the divine temper 
df holy fear, which reigned in his breaſt even amidſt all the 
joys of the moſt extraordinary communion with God, and 
from which every well-informed mind cannot fail to reap ſome 
edifying inſtruction. 5 | 
III. The neg and ſimplicity of his faith in God de- 
ſerves alſo a diftin&t conſideration. How this divine principle, 
the root and the: inſtrument of all that deſerves the name of 
virtue, operated in the production of his peace and joy, has 
been amply diſcloſed already. I would now conſider it as a 
practical principle, diffuſing itſelf over the whole of the Chri- 
ſtian conduct, and diſpoſing him to exerciſe an unreſerved confi- 
dence in God; even in the moſt trying circumſtances, It is ger- 
tain, that the true ſecret of an happy life is, to make every thing 
we meet with an exerciſe of our dependence on the Son of God. 
As by faith alone the Cbriſtian is firſt made happy in the con- 
ſciouſneſs of divine peace and favour, ſo by the ſame principle, 
univerſally extended, he receives every good thing. While 
others depend on their own 3 contrivances, and 
works for happineſs, he only truſts the Lord for every thing, 
and, as he truſts, he finds the event to be. And to preſerve 
this lowly, ſelf-denying frame of faith, is of infinitely more 
conſequence than to grow in doctrinal accuracy of knowledge, 
though this, where its ends are holy, deſerves to be cultivated; 
for'a man may contend earneſtly for the faith as a ſyſtem of 
doctrine, who is an entire ſtranger to the exerciſe of it in the 
heart. Did we more cloſely examine ourſelves from time to 
time, Do I rely on the Lord in this or that particular? Am 
I going eee out of myſelf, to receive out of his ful- 
neſs?” we ſhould feel more powerfully the importance of this 
diſtinction; and faith in God, the ſingular, but much- de- 
ſpiſed principle of a Chriſtian, being wrought into our whole 
conduct, would keep us under continual impreſſions of the dia 
vine perfections; would endear Chriſt to us perpetually as a 
Saviour; would mortify all that ſelf-ſufficient and ſelf-righte- 
ous pride, which is fo contrary to its nature, and would be 
accompanied with the ſincereſt integrity of manners, and the 
moſt genuine exemption from the ſpirit of the world. | 
Sach, I have abundant evidence for ſaying, was the life of 
Mr. Howard. He knew well the force of that ſcripture, ++ He- 
that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how thall he not with him alſo freely give us all things?“ „ 
His calamitous and involved circumſtances had, doubtleſs, 
OT © a amidſt 


. % Hat > S 4 
* * Rom. viii 
LY - R o « 4 
ö | oM. 324% | a URSCIES 
* — 


(28) 

amidſt all the jollity of convivial intemperance, brooded over 
his heart, and embittered his ſpirits with many a deep cor - 
roding care; but after his heart had found peace in Chriſt, he 
was enabled chearfully to leave all his affairs in the hands of a 
gracious Father, and he paſſed through ſuch ſcenes of diſtreſs 
and perplexity, as would have ſaddened any heart that was.un- 
acquainted: with God, in a child- like gaiety, and ſunple com- 
poſare, He felt God was with him, his ſure friend and ever- 

ſting portion. He could truſt him in every a mY 6 and 
he was never diſappointed. His little pittance of earthly ſup- 
port + was providentially continued to his death; and his ex- 
perience afforded, even in temporal things, the truth of that 
foriptural adage, As thou haſt believed, ſo be it done unto 
thee,” wer 


Once ſeeing a gentleman's carriage, he could not but reflect, 
with lively ſenſations of gratitude, on the bleſſed change which 
had taken place in the courſe of his own affections. He had 
deen uſed to place happineſs in ſcenes. of worldly grandeur; 
he found it now within, and exulted in the proſpect or eternal 
bliſs, which was ever before him. E never ſaw any man more 


completely dead to the world, and more evidently demon- 


ſtrating to all mankind that his affections were fixed on things 
above. © | c 
He ſuffered much in his bodily health in the latter part of 
his life, which gave him an opportunity of exerciſing the 
ſtrength of his faith in God; and perhaps its ſincerity, in. ena- 
bling him to endure afflictions, can ſcarce. be better deſcribed. 
_— by the following extract of a letter to me, dated the 14th 
H May, 786. e y 
cannot expreſs: the anguiſh of body I frave gone throu 
e ſinee my laſt; — the gravel, loſs of rest, ke 


& of victuals, a continual thirſt, infomuch that my life was 


<gefpaired:of for between three and four months: But God, 
who is rich in mercy, has in a great meaſure removed my 
Tafflictions, and ſpared me a little longer, to liſp out his. 
© praiſes,” and enable me again to rejoice in his holy name. I 
«< was'often, during my afflictions, caſt down in my ſoul; but 


« bleſſed be the God of — — he refreſhed me at times 


$4yith' the conſolations of his holy ſpirit; and ſure I am that 
he" will never leave nor forſake me. My beloved Sir, I find 
A myſelf a learner in the Lord's ways, and when my faith is 
tried I am weak and helpleſs. But the Lord is my helper, 
eee, Den bein en ogo 1th and. 
* 1 * | wy L-4 | 
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rand I know he will keep me from iniquity, and preſerve me 


I to his everlaſting kingdom.” 


IV. Gharity is the crowning grace of a Chriſtian. Let it not 
be miſtaken for humanity or alms-giving, both of which may 
exiſt, in a great degree, without one grain of it. Let it be 
conſidered as ſynonimous with Love, a principle implanted 
in the hearts of belieyers only by the ſpirit of God, and which 
makes God its firſt object, and from him, and for his fake, 
deſcends in its exerciſe to his church, and to all his creatures. 
In this Mr. Howard ſeems to have had few equals. His affec- 
tions were ever on the wing towards his God, equally lively 
and ſteady, and left him little inclination to converſe on any 
ſubjects but thoſe which were purely divine. In gratitude, I 
have never ſeen any thing that I know of ſo W You 
could not do him the leaſt ſervice, but his mind was warmed 
with the moſt thankful ſenſations, As he looked on me as the 
inſtrument through whom it pleaſed God ta turn him from 
darkneſs to light, ang from the power of Satan to God,” his 
affection to me was unbounded, and I hope, while I live, to 
reap the benefit of thoſe prayers, which, in the benevolent effu- 
ſions of his ſoul, he conſtantly poured out for me at the throne 
of grace, He had not indeed much opportunity to demon- 
ſtrate the greatneſs of his charity by his actions. His increaſing 
bodily infirmities, and his low circumſtances, ſufficiently ac- 
count for this; and yet his whole deportment and converſation 
were ſo full of love, and in a way ſo evidently genuine and 
conſiſtent, as to leave no doubt on the mind how ftrong and 
pure the heavenly flame burot within. He even. panted for 
the converſion 1 ſinners. Without dwelling on the pains he 
took in this way, and the many proofs of his ſuperior charity, 
which are more eaſily underſtood by thoſe who ſaw and heard 
them, than deſcribed to others, 1 ſhall mention what now lies 
before me, his care for the beſt intereſts of his friends and 
relations. | | Jeet 
In a letter, dated Dublin, April 3, 1778, be ſays, * Your 
ic yery welcome letter I communicated to my few friends here, 
* and laboured to impreſs on their minds the great truths therein 
contained, nor am I without hopes but that it will be pro- 
eductive of much good, One of my friends told me that there 
* was one part of it which much affected him, namely, That 
san unconverted ſoul would find no pleaſure, even if he could 
* ſteal into heaven. If it was indeed true, that we ſhould love 


in the next world the ſame things which we did here, a — 


ed heart, he thought, was abſolutely neceſſary for his eve 
Ling happineſs, I aſſured r was really the caſe, ye — 


j(#) 5 


« horted him to loſe no time, but humble himſelf before God, 
ce and ſeek this great change | 
His benevolent ſpirit was extremely deſirous that the won- 


ders, which God had done for his ſoul], — be known to 


thoſe who had known only his days of wickedneſs and vanity. 
Hence, in a letter, dated September 19, 1774, he thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf: After it ſhall pleaſe God that I can either 
« deliver or ſend you the account I have carefully and truly put 
« together, you will be the beſt judge how to proceed, as I ſhall 
« leave it wholly to you. I am very apprehenſive, as | had 


c ſuch a large acquaintance in Ireland, that they will have 


« ſome curioſity to read my life and converfion, And as I had 
„large dealings and acquaintance with Papiſts, many of 
& whom have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge, I 
« have kept clear from giving them any 2 but have 
et ſtuck cloſely to the neceffity of regeneration.” So deeply 
had he learnt St. Paul's maxim, to“ become all things to a 

« men, that he might by all means ſave ſome.” May his 
prudent and tender concern for ſouls be bleſſed with ſome ſuc- 
ceſs through the channel of this publication! I ſhall think the 
contempt of many to be richly repaid by the converſion of 


one. 

I have ſeldom feen more beautiful diſplays of the depth of 
humble love than thoſe which appear in the following extracts, 
which I have ſelected from his papers. They relate to his 
conduct toward a brother of his, both before his converſion 
and after The tranſactions between them deſerve not the 


public notice; it is the ſpirit of humble charity in Mr. Howard 


occaſioned by them which alone calls for our attention. Ha- 
ving mentioned ſome favours which he had received from him, 
he makes this reflection on his own baſeneſs: Such bro- 
« therly kindneſs ought to have endeared him to me; inſtead 


- «of this, my vile heart was filled with-envy againſt him, for 


« ſtanding between me and our deceaſed brother's fortune,” — 
„When my warmth abated, I often wiſhed to be reconciled 

e notwithſtanding, 1 found a ſecret envy lurking within me, 
which I was not able to get over while I was in my natural 


I ſtate: But glory be to Jeſus my Redeemer, who has pulled 


« the envenomed ſting of envy and eternal death out of m 
« wretched ſoul, nailing it to his croſs, and taken away the 
« enmity that exiſted between me and my God, as well as 
© between me and my neighbour, and enabled me to be heartil 
« reconciled to my dear brother, and to all mankind, ' Wit 
<« ſhame I confeſs I treated him unworthily. May the Lord 
« look down on him in mercy, and give him every needful 
| | « bleſſing 
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<< pleſſing in this life, and a crown of glory in the world to 


« come.” | | | 
Thus divine forgiveneſs, once felt in the ſoul, produces a 
true "forgiveneſs of our fellow-creatures. I ſay, a true for- 
giveneſs. Had any one aſked Mr. Howard, in his unrege- 
nerate ſtate, Whether he did not forgive his-brother—he would 
probably have anſwered in the affirmative. The light, how- 
ever, with which he was afterwards favoured, convinced him 
of the contrary. It is to be feared that numbers, who ſay they 
forgive and love their enemies, do dreadfully deceive them- 
ſelves. - This evidence of grace, the real forgiveneſs of inju- 
ries, ſeems one of the peculiar marks of vital religion. le is 
certainly much eafier to ſhew love to. a thouſand friends than 
to one enemy; and thoſe profeſſors of godlineſs, who feel 
themſelves little diſpoſed to reliſh the track of thought to which 
I would here lead them, are deſired to lend a ſerious ear to 
him whom they profeſs to receive as their Saviour, and weigh 
well his words in Matthew xviii. 21, to the end, and in 
Luke vi. 32. | 
V. But his change appeared in nothing more remarkable 
than with reſpect to the virtue of — His ſoul had 
doubtleſs been the very fink of uncleanneſs. Few ſeem to 
have been his equals in impurity both of word and deed. And 
if this his maſter- vice appeared ſo ſtrong in his younger years, 
how powerful muſt it have been from the 96 and uninter- 
rupted acceſſions of ſtrength by conſtant gratification, till he 
was fifty. two years of age. When l firſt knew him, this vice 
had not apparently received the leaſt diminution. . He was 
even proverbially infamous for it, and I have it in my power 
to produce ſuch proof as decency forbids me to mention. Suf- 
fice it to ſay, that perſons no way diſtinguiſhed for the fear of 
God, but rather of a diflolute turn of mind, were aſtoniſhed 
at the tremendous abominations of his tongue. But ſee and 
- adore the change which grace made in his foul, and that not 
gradually, but ſuddenly, and as in an inſtant. I am tolerably 
clear that, from the moment of his extraordinary conviction, 
when the hand of God fell on him in the church of Ferriby, 
and certainly from the time that he found peace of conſcience 
in Chriſt ſix weeks after, he had no more ſolicitations from 
this quarter, at leaſt which had any practical effect on his life 
and converſation; I never ſaw a man more pure, chaſte, ſober, 
and decent in his whole deportment. It would have been im- 
poſſible for any perfon who had not known. him before, to 
have ſuſpected that he had ever lived otherwiſe than in the ha- 
bitual practice of temperance, ſoberneſs, and chaſtity, If the 
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courſe of converſation ever led him to ſpeak of his paſt ſcenes 
of folly, it was always in the language of .the deepeft abhor- 
rence and ſelf-humiliation. The uncommon and uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of the light of God's countenance dried u 
the ſtreams of ſinful concupiſcence, and he found that ſweetneſs 
of bliſs at once in the Creator, as St. Auguſtine is ſaid to have 
done in the like caſe, which he had ſought in vain from the 
creature, 


I know many dave 10 idea of this way of ſubduing — 
| It has been too commonly ſuppoſed in this kin dom, ſince 


the evangelical principles fell into diſcredit, that ſinful habits 
are only to be eradicated by reſolutions, and a long courſe of 


 felf-denial on philoſophical motives and principles. It would 


be difficult, however, for the advocates of ſuch doctrines to 
produce any proof of their ſucceſs. Certain it is, that in 
proportion as theſe tenets have given the law to our pulpits, 
vice and immorality have abounded more and more. This is 
a ſtubborn fact, and Mr, Howard's caſe is far from being ſin- 

on the other ſide. The principles ſo freely depreciated 
as enthuſiaſtic by the polite world, are continually ſpeaking 
For their truth and 2 by their practical effects. One 
caſe I ſhall mention, becauſe it is a caſe in point, and ſingu- 
larly inſtructive. I know a perſon Who for years had lived a 
Have to fin, particularly the {in of drunkenneſs. So often as 
he reſolved, fo often he brake his reſolutions to give up this 
odious vice. He heard me preach two plain diſcourſes on the 
inefficacy of all reſolutions made in our own ſtrength to con- 


quer fin, He afterwards heard me preach another diſcourſe, 


recommending the way of believing on the Son of God for 
the conqueſt of our paſſions, without exercifing any depen- 


dence on ourſelves at all in the matter. The former I ven- 


tured to call the way of reſolving, the latter the way of believing, 
Certain it is, that he has from chat time been not — a ſober 


man in general, but has alſo lived in the fear of God and in 


true holineſs. The reader is deſired to judge for himſelf then 
what are the true ways and methods of overcoming fin, and 
is entreated to oy his judgment, not by fancy and cuſ- 
tom, and then himſelf, forboth, a rational chriſtian, but 
by the word of God, and by the atteſtations of experience. 

I know it will be natural to object, that Mr. Howard's de- 


Cline of life would, without any difficulty, bring on an abate- 
ment of his paſſions. But how can this conſideration account 


ſor the ſuddenneſs of the change, in a perſon too only fiſty- 
two years of age, with a tolerable 


degree of robuſtneſs of con- 


ſtitution, though ſomewhat impaired indeed by his * 
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ceſſes ? For thoſe enfeebling diſorders, which brought him to 
the grave, came on him ſame time after. But admitting the 
whole which an objector would draw from this circumſtance, 
the great difficulty ſtill remains to be accounted for. How can 
weakneſs of body alter the frame of the ſoul? This man's 
mind was putiſied: and hence that tongue, which had ever 
deen putting modeſty to the bluſh by the moſt deteſtable allu- 
ſions, was now petpetually uttering the praiſes of his Maker, 
and recommending whatever is virtuous and praiſe-worthy, 
We know to what the reformation of decayed rakes in general 
amounts an abſtinence from what they can no more practiſe. 
But their company, converſation, and delight is ſtill where it 
was. But my. friend's: former companions know, that he 
ſhunned- and: abhorred their ſociety, and could never bear it at 
all, except it was with a view to do them good; and the friends 
he naturally acquired afterwards know that in chriſtian con- 
verſation he was a capital ornament of chriſtian profeſſion. So 


long then as Þ fee no other cauſe at all adequate to the produce 


tion of ſo extraordinary an effect, I ſhall: conclude that it was 
the work of the right hand of the Moſt High, an inſtance of 
that regeneration in Chriſt Jeſus, which is preached by evan- 
ical miniſters in this land, and which it is the glory of the 
iptures to explain. 75 | 
VI. Humility is the diſtinguiſhing mark of a chriſtian, The 
proofs of this have been ſo; ſtrikingly exhibited already in the 
manner of his converſion, and under ſome other articles, that 
little ſeems neceſſary to be added here, but that he was con- 
ſtantly recollecting from what a low (fate the Lord had raiſed 


him. Some ſhades, however, in his character might be diſ- 


cerned in this reſpect. What effects they had upon his con- 
duct, how he was enabled to diſcover them afterwards, and 


what improvement his religious character received towards 


the cloſe, when God was pleaſed to give the finiſhing hand 
—— workmanſhip, will be conſidered in the ſucceeding 
pter. * | | od. 
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T is certain that all the light; Holineſs, and ſpiritual joy 
[| which reſts on the church of God in this vale of tears, 
roceeds from, and is ſupported! entirely by, its union with 
r Head, the Sun of Righteouſneſs. . 1 rr his glory, 
every member is changed into the ſame image. His light and 
glory are his own eſſentially; if they ſhine in any degree cor- 
reſpondent to their great Archetype, it is by reffection. Nor 
does he, like the natural ſun, communicate only light; ſome 
portion of his own genial warmth they _ of alſo. The 
whole church may be conceived as conſiſting of a number of 
little ſuns, turning their faces ſteadily toward him, drinking 
in his rays perpetually, burning and ſhining after his example. 
In him indeed are no ſpots; all is uniformly luminous and 
clear; it is not ſo with them. The moſt candid obſerver will 
| fee a variety of blemiſhes interſperſed. ro 1 
-. Having then hitherto conſulted the benefit of thoſe to whom 
vital godſineſs is unknown, in conſidering the formation and 
beauty of that little luminary who is the fubject of theſe me- 
moirs, I ſhall now-endeavour, with equal candour and impar- 
tiality, to examine his ſpots, for the benefit of thoſe who do 
E 5 nr big PRICED 
And here I muſt premiſe, they were certainly none of them 
of ſuch a nature, as in the leaſt to render doubtful the general 
_ Integrity and purity of his character: Nor were they ever of 
ſuch a kind or degree, as to impede very much his progreſs in 
grace. They were ſuch as were incident to the beſt of men in 
the beſt frames, perhaps, which in this world of infirmity-are 
attainable by any. Yet defects they were, and as ſuch deſerve 
the more to be accurately aſcertained, even from a principle 
of chriſtian charity itſelf, becauſe J obſerve, that ſincere chri- 
ſtians are apt to view them in a ſuperficial and unimportant 
light. And ſo much eaſier is it to imitate evil than good, 
through the abounding corruption of human nature, that you 
ſhall ſee ſome profeſſors zealous only in tranſcribing into their 
own characters the blemiſhes of the moſt upright ſaints. Hence 
evil is multiplied and ſpread in the church ; whereas a little 
attention to theſe blemiſhes, as they ſhew themſelves in 
men, together with the ſerious uſe of the proper methods of 
correction, might check their malignant operation, and diſap- 
point many a ſubtle device of the powers of darkneſs. 
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Many Biographers, indeed, have choſen either totally to 
paſs over ſuch defects, or only to touch upon them in ſo ſlight 


' manner, that their heroes ſeem to have been all perfection. I 


confeſs my judgment in this matter is totally oppoſite to theirs, 
as I apprehend that the ſincere chriſtian, finding ſuch characters 


ſo entirely different from his own, is hence pegs 28 rather 


than affifted, and naturally ſuppoſes a ſtate of real holineſs, by 
him at leaſt, unattainable; whereas a faithful picture of a real 
ſaint, ſuch as human life and not romance exhibits, would-- 
animate his hopes and encourage him to preſs forward for the 
prize of his high calling. It ſeems to me therefore uſeful to 
ſhew the whole of the Mathers and as this is evidently the 
divine method of procedure in the Scripture, all apology is 
ſuperſeded. . | £ 
His religious defects ſeem to have been much of a piece with 
his natural complexion. He was by no means deficient in un- 
derſtanding, nor, ſo far as I can judge, had he any particular 
imbecility in any of the faculties of the human mind. His 
judgment was well formed for the purpoſes of common life, 
ad he not lived ſo wickedly as to negle& all the maxims of 
prudence. His imagination was lively and copious ; his elo- 
cution ſtrong and expreflive ; his temper ſanguine and impetu- 
ous; and he ſeems by nature to have been confident and pre- 


| ſumptuous, Vet, as if it were on purpoſe to prevent any ma- 


lignant ſuſpicion of infidelity, that his religious joy was founded 
on this natural temperament, the attentive reader has obſerv- 
ed how entirely he was deprived of all ſupport of the animal 
ſpirits, by the moſt pungent diſtreſs of ſoul, and the moſt ex- 
treme dejection of mind, through the ſevere mercy of his God 
in conviction ; and that it was in this tate of mind, the moſt. 
unfriendly of any to comfort and joy; that he was in an inſtant, 
brought to the enjoyment of religious pleaſures, the moſt ſe- 
raphic on this fide of heaven. | ; 
It is certain, however, that his ſanguine habit, though it 
could not bly contribute to the formation of his joy, might, 
and very probably did, conſiderably ſupport and exhibit to great 
advantage the expreſſions of it which afterwards appeared. A 
great flow of animal ſpirits cannot fail to have its effect in 
this caſe ; and thoſe who have any diſcernment in theſe things, 
will know how to make proper allowances, without leſſening 
their reverential idea of that Divine Spirit, whofe fruit is 
love, joy, peace. WOT "MBS 415 4 
Here then my friend was peculiarly vulnerable. - Here natu- 
ral corruption had room to * inſe(f, ann 
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fouls eould pratify his malice in ſome degree. He was aecord- 
ingly, at times, ſomewhat too raſh and haſty in UN gu 61258 
and ſomewhat too ſuperficial in his examination of men and 
things. - Hence he ſeems alſo to have fallen into an error very 
common among unexperienced chriſtians, Finding themſelves 
the undoubted ſubjects of divine illumination, they are too apt 
to fancy themſelves to be competent judges of what by no means 
belongs to their province. They undertake to determine the 
meaning of paſſages of Scripture without poſſeſſing the proper 
requiſites for the direction of their judgment, learning, medi- 
tation, and experience. Satan will gladly encourage this wrong 
notion of inſpiration, and they do not ſufficiently conſider, that 
the divine influence does not ſet aſide the neceſſity and impor- 
tance of ſtudy and reflection, the ſubordinate uſe of the rational 
faculties, or that deference, ſubmiſſion, and reſpect which 
they owe to their Paſtors, whoſe judgment and knowledge, if 
| Indeed they be ſervants of God, muſt be ſuppoſed in general 
to exceed theirs. There is a medium between an explicit ſub- 


jection to them, and that arrogant and unſuſpecting confidence, 


which ſullies the character of too many profeſſors in our day. 
My friend, though in no great degree, (for the godly fear which 
has been deſcribed in one of the articles of the preceeding chap- 
ter counteracted the poiſon) was ſtained with this evil. It is 
incredible, perhaps, but to thoſe who have attentively conſi- 
dered it, how-prone the human mind is to ſelf-conceit, to over- 
rate its attainments, to . exerciſe itſelf in great matters which 
are too high for it, to ſtep out of its proper province. This 
is a branch of that ſpirit of pride, which is as it were the eſ- 
ſence of the fall. It is this which has produced much ſedition 
and turbulence in civil life, as well as various irregularities of 
conduct in the religious world, and much arrogance, unchari. 
tableneſs, and ſupercilious aſperity in both. And ſo ſubtle is 


this pride, that the man who is influenced by it is not at all. 


apt to fancy he errs in this reſpect, even when he does ſo moſt 


egregiouſly. And while he complains under the afflicting 


for which his God ſhould chaſtize him, — 


whom they concern, as it is to prove their truth and ſolidity. 
Mr. Howard being by no means ſufficiently guarded on his 
Head, and being puſhed forward by the livelineſs of his imagi- 
nation, learnt too little to ſuſpect his own judgment, and be- 
came too forward and raſh in cenſuring others. He could not, 
ſo eaſily as he ought, think thaſe to have any great meaſure of 

true religion, Who attained not his height of joy. Hence he 


I wiſh it were as eaſy to impreſs theſe thoughts on thoſe 
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did not for ſome time grow ſufficiently in the knowledge of his 
own heart, 9 been led to read controverſial books, 


which were particularly levelled againſt Antinomianiſm, or 
habituated himſelf to the converſation of thoſe who read them, 
his crude judgment, at the ſame time that his heart ſincerely 
abhorred notional religion accompanied with the love of the 
world, haſtily concluded too much againſt the ſincerity of 
others, whole religious opinions tallied not with his favourite 
controverſial authors. The conſequence was, that he treated 
with contempt a very excellent ſervant of Chriſt, and depreci- 
ated his miniſtry. 4 wm he ns | 
His want of experience alſo in the religious world, would 
naturally, for ſome time, render him more acceſſible to theſe 
evils. F or the leſs enlarged any one's acquaintanee is with 
the ways of men in religion, the more diſpoſed he is to judge 
of every thing in a contracted point of view. Having once 
conceived, that no religious experience could be ſound, or at 
leaſt eminent, unleſs accompanied with ſuch elevation of j 
as that with which he was favoured, he too much ſuſpected 
thoſe whom God had led in a way different from his; and zeal, 
however injudiciouſly excited, and however devoid of humility, 
would be made with him too much the al in religion. In this 
fituation of mind he would alſo be acceſſible to flattery, and be 
too much led by thoſe who admired his attainments, and thus, 
though his ſincerity toward God was unqueſtionable, he was 
for a time prevented from making any very uſeful progreſs in ſelf- 
knowledge. His humility was rather ſupported by views of 
what he formerly had been, than of what he daily was; nor 


was his diſcernment ſufficiently keen, to enter into the ma- 


lignity of that indwelling-fin, which every day makes incur- 
ſions on the chriſtian, | 

Fearful of making him a ſyſtematic partizan in religion, I 
never was ſolicitous to bring him (nor, to ſay truth, any one 
elſe) to my own mode of thinking, whatever it be, and how- 
ever uſeful I may deem it; I mean in thoſe things in which 
perſons, equally fincere in eſſentials, may differ from one ano- 
ther. There were, however, thoſe (as has already been — 
who were not ſo cautious, and the ill effects on his temper 
— in grace have been partly pointed out. So ſtrong in- 

eed was his attachment to me, that nothing had been more. 
eaſy than for me to have made him a convert, in ſome ſenſe, 
to almoſt any thing I ſhould recommend, provided it was not 
inconſiſtent with the general ſpirit of true religion. In that 
indeed a. divine power and reliſh rendered him invulnerably 


hm, For however ſceptical perſons may fancy that religious 


141 
| people may be led to eſpouſe any thing by their miniſters, no- 


thing is more certain than that it is not in the power of any to 
_ cauſe them to reje& the atonement of Chriſt, to depreciate the 
rations of the Divine Spirit, or the neceſſity of humbli 
| themſelves before God, of truſting his word, and of loving th. 
Lord. This hinders not, however, but that the ſincereſt 
minds may yet be warped in ſome lefſer things. He was now 
ſtrongly prejudiced againſt perſons of Teal piety, who did not 


a” 


ree with him altogether in ſentiment; and from his caſe 1 
think I may juſtly infer, that it is very dangerous to interfere 
with the ſpirit's work, when he is proceeding with vigour and 
ſucceſs. If any improvement in knowledge (I till mean in 
things not eſſential) be neceſſary to their growth in grace, we 
have reaſon to believe that in due time they will be led into it 
without our officious interpoſition n: ne 
I mean to give no more explanation than I have done already, 
with reſpect to the particular ſentiments to which I advert. 
On one ſide and on the other much folly and ſelf-conceit have 
been exhibited, and that by perſons truly ſincere in the main 3 
but I mean not to inflame, but to moderate the minds of Chri- 
ſtians in theſe things. Let the eſſentials of ſalvation, by the 
grace of Chriſt alone through faith, and of the new birth unto 
righteouſneſs, be vigorouſly and cloſely preſerved, and we may 
ſafely leave men in other things to judge for themſelves, not 
introducing them ſolieitouſſy to any farther acquaintance with 
religious truths, till they ſeem diſpoſed for it in good earneft 
and capable of turning it to good practical account in godli- 
neſs. The impertinent officioufneſs of many perſons in this 
matter has, I am perſuaded, done much hurt, and impeded 
the growth of more godly perſons than that of my friend: 
Theſe are all, or nearly all, the defects Þ have obſerved in 
Mr. Howard firice his converſion. Like the efferveſcence of 
ſtrong genius, they produced ſome turbulent effects; yet was 
there ſomething great even in the manner of their exhibition, 
and a candid mind might fee the full current of divine faith 
and-love, while theſe evils flgated on the ſurface of his religion. 
Saran'did his worſt,” and this was all he could do. It was not 
in his power to bring him back to the love of the world, the 
evil which far more commonly and more deeply wounds the 
minds of profeſſors. : c d f bobs 
It ſeems not, however, to have been the will of God that 
this rich jewel ſnould remain always, even in this life, with 
theſe flaws and defects A ſevere method was made uſe of by 
his God to poliſh and — his graces, and enable him wi 
Rill- greater degrees of brillianey to enter into that © reſt which 
woo; © 
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te remains for the people of God.“ For a year or two before 
his death his infirmities increaſed apace. He felt the conſe- 
quence of his former iniquities in a very excruciating degree, 


The gravel, the aſthma, a general debility, and a complica- 


tion of pains and diforders rendered life extremely burthen- 
ſome, and put to the ſevereſt trial all the graces he had at- 
tained. | | | 

It was eaſy to ſee a ſenſible diminution of his joy. His great 
flow of animal ſpirits was exhauſted, The evils and corrup- 
tions of human nature, which had lain dormant as it were, 
and unperceived amidſt all the raptures of his communion with 
God, were now diſtinctly felt, and gave him ſuch affliction as 
he had not expected ever again to experience, There were 
times alſo when he complained of the coldneſs and languor of 
his affections. The debilitated ſtate of. his body was much 
concerned in this. "Thoſe things which may be called acci- 
dental in religion were affected by it; what is eſſential and 
purely divine, could not: for his faith in the divine promiſes 
remained unſhaken; it even grew ſtronger and ſtronger amidſt 


his trials. It had leſs to do with ſenſe, and was more ſimply 


fixed on the word of God. His humility received alſo a very 
great increaſe, He evidently grew leſs and leſs in his own 
eyes, was more and more ſimple, teachable, and child-like, 
I put into his hands a little book, Dr. Sibb's Meditations, 
which appeared to me very ſuitable to his ſituation. After 
reading it, he owned there was a time when he ſhould not 
have reliſhed at all the views and conſolations which that au- 
thor ſuggeſts; but now he was very glad and thankful to pick 
up any crumbs of comfort where he could obtain them. Thoſe 
who are acquainted with Dr. Sibbs, and know his talent of 


-adminiftering conſolation to dejected contrite ſpirits, will eafily 


conceive how great an alteration had taken place in Mr. How- 
ard's mind. Self indeed loſt ground in him continually; his 


affections were increaſingly fixed on God. He dwelt now in 


his mind on the throne of grace, the merciful} and faithful 


High Prieſt, and the exceeding great and precious promiſes of 


the goſpel, with more ſimplicity and ſteadineſs than ever, and 
I am perſuaded had a deeper and more hearty renunciation of 
his own righteouſneſs, and every way lower views of himſelf 
than he had ever been poſſeſſed of. | | 
Thoſe who know the Lord's method of advancing his people 


in the divine life, will conceive the * foe mercy even 


of thoſe ſevere diſpenſations which were made inſtrumental to 


this end, and cannot fail to derive ſome inſtruction to them- 


ſelves from the caſe here exhibited, In fact, even many true 


% 

ehtiſtians form very wrong ideas of growing in grace. They 
are apt to ſuppoſe, though their judgment may faintly contra- 
dict it, that it muſt be by an increaſe of thoſe very ſenſible 
comforts. which they at firſt experience, and which are but too 
commonly abuſed by many, to the purpoſe of ſpiritual pride. 
It is then by withdrawing theſe comforts, and by ſome well- 
adapted trials, conflicts, and afflictions, that the ſoul of the 
believer is carried on to higher degtees of real holineſs, His 
Feelings may tell him the contrary, But a little experience 
convinces him, that in this fire he loſes only his droſs, and 
that all that is genuine and ſolid is improved and brightened 
more and more, that ſo he may be a veſſel more fit for the 
« Maſter's uſe, and an entrance may be adminiſtered more 
cc abundantly-into the everlaſting kingdom of his God and Sa- 
«+ viour. In few-caſes has this been more exemplified than 
in that of Mr. Howard. He evidently loft thoſe remains of 
ſelf- conceit and ſelf-ſufficiency, which had ſomewhat ſtained 
his brighteſt graces. His faith was more pure and ſimple; his 
love was more ſolid and genuine; his patience and meekneſs 
were truly admirable, the more ſo, when one conſiders the 
natural impetuoſity of his ſpirit; and he waited for his diſſo- 
Jution with the calmeſt expectation of his eternal reſt. His 
views of divine truth were now more piercing, evangelical, 
and deep. Every falſe and frail ſupport of comfort was gone. 
Health, ſpirits, eſtate, and whatever abſtracted from God, 
may be ſuppoſed to exhilarate the human mind, were loſt. He 
was particularly afflicted with the want of ſleep. His pains 
and diſtreſſes were complicated, yet God was with him, and 
preſerved him in a placid ſtate of reſignation. Low and mi- 
ſerable as he felt every way in himſelf, he was yet filled with 
the fulneſs of God; and the reality-and ſtrength of that grace, 
which had never forſaken him fince his converſion, appeared 
now with ſuperior evidence, © 

1 have not mentioned in its proper place, that he had before 


all this fincerely repented of his unbecoming treatment of a va- 


luable miniſter of Chriſt, and, through the pure flame of di- 
vine love in his ſoul; been led to fee the folly of a controver- 
fial ſpirit in religion. No chriſtian in the world could ever 
" fay more heartily, Grace be with all them that love our 

« Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity®,” There wanted ſomethi 
elſe, however, to remedy the defects of his character, which 


did not conſiſt in malice, but in ſelf-conceit, and I truſt the 


diſcerning reader has ſeen how it was accompliſhed. 


What remains concerning the manner of, his death, ſhall 
be diſpatched in fe, words, For the extreme languor into 
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which he fell deprived him of an opportunity of ſhewing that 


which, in diforders that admit of more vigorous intervals, he 
doubtleſs would have done. F nou himſelf rapidly decaying, 


he wrote to his daughter, then in Ireland, a letter which he 
deſired might not be tranſmitted to her till after his deceaſe, in 
which he expreſſes, among other things, the ſtrongeſt confi- 
dence of his expectation of being ſoon called to his Fa- 
ther's houſe, Very ſoon after, he was ſeized with ſlumberings, 
and continued increaſingly in this ſtate till his death. Yet he gave 


very ſtrong proofs where his heart was amidſt all this debility. A 


friend of mine aſking him if he had any thing to ſay to me, he 
uttered a very pathetic wiſh for ſpiritual bleflings'to be ſhow- 
ered on my ſoul, He was obſerved amidſt his ſlumberings at 
times to ling hymns, and a very little before his death expreffed 
his grateful wonder that God ſhould ever take notice of fuch 
a rebel as he was. The laſt time I ſaw him, after waiting 
ſome time in the room, while he remained inſenſible, he ſud- 
denly opened his eyes, and looked ſeemingly with ſome pecu- 
liar meaning at me. I told him he would ſoon go to Jeſus; to 
which I heard him diſtinctly anſwer, << 1 hope I ſhall.”. 
And a little after, he was called to his eternal reſt. 


—ͤ—ñV—̃— — . UZànàỹ 
CHAP... 
- REFLECTIONS. 


'T is now high time to aſk the reader what he thinks of the 
foregoing narrative, and to defire him to reflect what is 

e moſt probable mode of N for the extraordi- 
nary ſcenes which we have reviewed, xtraordinary it muſt 
be confeſſed they are; and, as a rational creature was the ſub- 
ject of them, and they iſſued in a laſting moral alteration of his 
principles and conduct, any perſon who judges ſeriouſly of the 
importance of events, and who feels with a proper degree of 
regard to the good of the human ſpecies, will overlook at once- 
the political inſignificance both of the ſubject and of the author 
of theſe memoirs, and will own that nothing, in the brilliant- 
courſe of public affairs deſerves half the attention. | | 
Let us ſtate to our minds what is certain in theſe tranſactions. 
Here is an human Being immerſed in uncommon. vice and. 
profligacy, even to the decline of life. The force of habit has 
ſtrengthened his paſſions in evil, by ſuch a conſtant and un- 
controuled courſe of indulgence, that, humanly ſpeaking, his 
reformation is to be deſpaired of; the powers of conſcience are, 


as 


ta 
as it were, dbliterated, and nothing remains within him, that 
. ſeems capable of making the leaſt head againſt the abounding 
torrent of iniquity : Yet is this man, without any philoſophi- 
cal aids and — 7 Foe ſuddenly, as in a moment, from a ſtate 
of extreme inſenſibility, alarmed, awakened, changed in the 
whole bent of his affections, ſolidly and abidingly altered in 
his whole deportment, and lives all the remainder of his days, 
a courſe of ſome years, a life of the moſt pious regard to his ma- 
ker, of the ſtricteſt chaſtity and temperance towards himſelf, and 
of the moſt genuine charity towards all mankind. Thus far plain 
matter of fact lies before the reader. Had the ftory been told 
of a perſon living in China or Japan, it might have been ſaid by 
fome with a ſagacious ſneer, that the writer had taken care to 
draw his narrative from a conyenient diſtance but the ſtory here 
ſubmitted to the reader's attention, lies within the compaſs of 
every one's means of information. I flatter myſelf its truth 
will not be diſputed by any; and ſhould any really doubt of it, 
I can eafily ſupply — with abundant means of ſatisfying 
themſelves. | 7 
I. The ſirſt reflection which naturally occurs here then is 
what ſort of doctrine, or what method was made uſe of in the 
production of ſo admirable a change? becauſe, on all hands, it 
will be allowed, that many are in the ſame dreadful circum- 
ſtances in point of morality, and it would be very much worth 
while to try the ſame medicines upon them. DT 
It would be a very abſurd and unreafonable method of elu- 
ding the force of this whole buſineſs to ſay, * there ſeems no- 
thing ſo very ſtrange or extraordinay in it. The man took a 
fudden and Rrong reſolution to alter his life; and it was a yery 
happy cireumſtance that he ſtuck to the reſolution ; and this 
the whole myſtery of the matter.” Such careleſs thoughts are 
extremely ſuitable to the ſceptical and ſuperficial taſte of the 
day. Such an anſwer, I remember,* was made to a perſon, 
whoſe moral change was no leſs extraordinary than that of Mr. 
Howard, when he had told his ftory to à perſon of ſome emi- 
nence in this kingdom. But ſurely ſuch random obſervations 
prove nothing but the fupine indifference of thoſe who make 
them. No doubt all moral changes muſt be attended with ſome 
reſolutions of the perſon concerned, becauſe the will of man 
muſt neceſſarily be intereſted in them. But the difficulty is 
how to account for it, that a perſon ſo circumſtanced ſhould 
ever come to make ſuch powerful reſolutions, or to have his 
will fo diſpoſed. To ſay that he does it by his will or reſolu- 
3 e tion, 
This fact I had from the himſelf, w w living, and is . 
reſpe@able Clergymgn in the Metropolis R 
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tion, no more accounts for the change; than to ſay, that it 
will account for a man's taking a journey to ſuch a place, that 
he walked with his feet thither. | NS ; 
The doctrines which Mr, Howard eſpouſed, and to the force 
of which alone upon his heart he was ever ready to aſcribe the 
change which took place in his whole man, were JusTIFI- 
CATION and REGENERATION. | uſe theſe two terms for the 
ſake of conciſeneſs, as | ſee no reaſon why Chriſtian Divinity, 
low, very low indeed, and perfectly contemptible as it appears 
in the eyes of polite and faſhionable people at this day, ſhould 
not be allowed the uſe of comprehenſive and convenient ex- 
preſſions, as well as other ſciences. By the doctrine of Fu/ti- 
fication is meant, the particular method laid down in the Scrip- 
ture of honourably acquitting ſinful men before their God 
through the atonement or righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, with- 
out the leaſt regard had to their works or deſervings.* On 
the contrary it is ſuppoſed, that the man who is to be the ſub- 
jeR of Chriſtian Juſtification, is a condemned ſinner in him- 
ſelf, deſerving only the wrath of God, and too deeply invol- 
ved in guilt to be ever extricated by any merit of his own. This 
doctrine implies the character of the Supreme Being to be in- 
flexibly holy and juſt, and makes room for the ſurpriſing diſ- 
play of his infinite mercy by the ſubſtitution of his only begot- 
ten Son, at once to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, to condemn ſin, 
and to exhibit the pureſt diſcoveries of the moſt unbounded 
2 The reader has ſeen the influence of all this on Mr. 
oward's mind. His diſtreſs of ſoul began with theſe very ideas 
of the divine purity and juſtice, as ſignally to be diſplayed on 
the laſt judgment day, and his peace and comfort were at 
length as ſuddenly effected, by the diſcovery of the doctrine of 
Juſtification by Jeſus Chriſt merely through faith; as above ex- 
plained, Certain it is, that the e outlines of his change 
depended on this doctrine, ſcripturally underſtood, in connection 
with its juſt dependencies. It was no ſmooth harangue on the 
moral fitneſs of things, or on the native beauty of virtue, or on 
the dignity of human nature, or on the arbitrary mercy of 
God, to the excluſion of his juſtice and purity, that had the 
{ concern in his moral alteration. Such ſchemes and views 
may pleaſe the taſte of corrupt mankind, and many would think 
them far more likely to have effected the change, than a doc- 
trine ſo ſimple, and ſo contrary to men's natural notions. Deo 
aliter viſum. No ſuch happy effects have ever been the conſe- 
uence of ſuch lectures; but the inſtances of ſolid benefit de- 
rived from the Chriſtian Doctrine of Juſtification are innume- 
rable. | SW The 
Ron. Iii. 22 to 27 
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The other great Chriſtian Doctrine, which he as fincereſy 
embraced, and which he ever looked on as of vaſt influence in 
all his religious concerns, is Regeneration. This doQtrine im- 
plies man, all men without exception, to be naturally in a ſtate 
of extreme depravation, needing an entire renovation in all 
their affections and faculties, which change is called by Chrift 
himſelf by the name of being born again,* a change effected 
ſolely by the ſpirit of God; and therefore thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
of it, are ſaid to be born of the Spirit. All then who boaſt of 
man's natural love of neſs and virtue, and cheriſh ideas of 
the ſtrength of his powers to ſave himſelf, militate who! 
againſt thoſe doctrines which he found ſo uſeful to his ſou 
Indeed it fo happens in experience, that the ſucceſs of ſuch 
_ pretended reformers, reſembles that of noiſy empirics in phy- 
ſic ; the true lovers and genuine praQitioners of genuine virtue 
being found only among thoſe, whoſe very doctrine lays a ſo- 
lid foundation for humbling man, and glorifying his Maker. 
Thus far then the preſumption lies in favour of theſe two 
doctrines of Juſtification and Regeneration, that a change ſo 
confeſſedly great, or a converſion ſo extraordinary (will the 
polite reader allow me the word ? 1 really know no other fo 
proper) was effected, ſupported, and carried on entirely by the 
influence of theſe doctrines. 

We may now proceed a ftep farther, and obſerve that his 
change cannot poſſibly be accounted for in any other way than 
by a divine influence. The doctrines which he eſpouſed, and 
by the power of which alone it was effected, are certainly of ſo 
peculiar a nature, as to evidence their divine origin. That a 
finner ſhould be juſtified before his Maker purely by the merit 
of another, and in the way of believing only; that man, in 
order to become holy and fit for the ſociety of his God, muſt 
be made a new creature, and be wrought upon by the divine 

ſpirit, not only without, but even againſt all his natural propenſi- 
ties; and that the diſpoſitions which conſtitute the character 
of an holy perſon ſhould be faith, hope, and love, and theſe 
too not of human, but of ſupernatural origin; and that the 
whole happineſs of his life muſt be ſuſtained by a myſterious 
-union with an inviſible Mediator ; theſe are certainly fuch 
principles of —_— as are perfectly unlike any thing that 
ever was invented by mere man. And they are wings which 
ye ſo totally out of our reach, tend fo . to the honour of 
God, and are fo calculated to ſtain the pride of human merit and 
glory, that we may ſafely pronounce them purely divine ; no 
man ever would or could have invented and propagated ſuch 
y Fo ideas; 
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ideas; and we all know, or may know, that mankind are na- 
turally too much at enmity againſt them, ever of themſelves, ' 
to receive them. Now theſe are the principles of the New 
Teſtament, though it is very common for perſons prafeſſing to 
believe the New Teſtament to deſpiſe and abhor them. But 
ſurely they have received. their religious principles from a ſource 


very different from the ſacred oracles; and all the uſe they 


make of theſe is, by ſome ſubtle perverſion to adapt ſome few 
detached texts to ſupport a preconceived ſyſtem, No man, 
who ever ſtudied the Scriptures themſelves with reverence and 
prayer, will ſay that he learnt from them to deſpiſe the doc- 
trines of Jullifcation and Regeneration. | 
Now a certain divine power is ſpoken of in the word as con- 

nected with the true preaching of it. It is ſaid to be quick 
« and powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged ſword.” * 
Mr. Howard found it ſo; in the*day ef God's power, a ſingle 
text, as we have ſeen, overcame his ſtubborn heart, and awed 
him into ſubmiſhon to the Moſt High. And when the effect 
is obſerved all along to have been perfectly correſpondent to the 
deſcriptions given in the Scriptures, and he became abidingly 
holy, comfortable, and heavenly-minded, emancipated from 
the dominion of every fin, and truly and fervently filled with 
the love of God and of his neighbour, what ſhall we fay ? 
Have we. not here a demonſtration of the truth of Scripture ? 
Does not the coincidence of what is written, with what is 
wrought, prove that both are equally from God? It may be 
ſaid, © it OT far more rational, that other kind of doctrine 
6 ſhould be preached to men.” But if matter of fact ſhews in- 
deed, that no other fort of doctrine does burſt the bonds of fin, 
and make men truly holy, ſhould we not ſay with St. Paul, t 
the fooliſhneſs of Cod. is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs 
God is ſtronger than men? What you think improbable, ab- 
ſurd, and fooliſh, is the real wiſdom of God; it is your own 
taſte that needs to be rectiſied, and you ought to think more 
modeſtly of your own underſtanding. I ſee not how the con- 
cluſion can be avoided, that the work of Mr. Howard's conver- 
ſion was from God, and that the ſcripture-doQrines of Rege- 
neration and Tuſtification are divine. | | 

And here one ſees at firſt fight, how eaſy it is to anſwer the 
queſtion, which with ſame confidence has been aſked, ** grant- 
* ing that men may be influenced by the Divine Spitit, how can 
* men ever diſtinguiſh his influences from the emotions of their 
own minds? Every. inſtance of converſion ſufficiently anſwers: 
this queſtion. The ſubject of it knows experimentally, that ſueh 
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holy views and tempers could never be the product of his fin- 


ful nature; and their own native power and glory ſhew they 
are from God. He who has once ſeen the ſun in his majeſty, 


needs no other argument to convince him, that it is not a light 


of his creating. | | 

Til! then ſome other adequate cauſe can be aſſigned for 
theſe religious phænomena, of which no age has ever been 
wholly deſtitute, it is reaſonable to conclude, that “ the hand 
& of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of Iſrael hath 
« created it.* | | 

I am aware, that a partial reformation of conduct is attain- 
able by other methods. Socrates might juſtly boaſt, that by 
his philoſophy he had corrected ſome vices of his nature. And 
the libidinous Polemo, by hearing Xenocrates's lectures on tem- 

rance, might from a diflolute rake be metamorphoſed into a 
proud Philoſopher. Juſt as the Duke of Wharton, <©* whoſe 
& ruling paſſion was the luſt of praiſe,” might undergo various 


alterations of external character, „now a Punk, and now a 


& Friar.” But til] in all ſuch caſes the radical character te- 
mains the ſame. To gratify Self in ſome form or other, was 
the very heaven of Socrates, of Polemo, and of Wharton. Ta 
humble themſelves before the Moft High, to give glory to their 
Maker, to love him ſincerely and ſupremely, and to be renew- 
cee in the ſpirit of their minds, of this they knew nothing; but 
this is the change which my friend experienced. Self loſt in 
him all its props and ſupports ; he was a new creature through- 
out ; he who had always lived for Self, now lived for God, Theſe 


men I have mentioned, and all Who walked in their ſteps, 
whether Pagan, Philoſopher, or Chriſtian by name, are eſſen- 
tially diſtinct from this in their whole character. They may 


exchange one vice for another ; what' they part with in ſen- 
ſuality, is ſure to be amply compenſated in pride. It belongs 
to God's revealed religion alone, and to the power by which 
he applies it to the heart, to deſtroy the domimion of vice uni- 
verſally, and to make a man truly humble, wiſe, and happy. 


III. The truth of this real influence of the Holy Spirit in 


producing the converſion of ſinners, and the ſimple nature of 


chriſtianity, abſtracted from thoſe circumſtances of controverſy 


and of policy that ſo often cloud and embarraſs it, would ap- 
ou in a very ſtrong light to any one who ſhould trace the 
toric progreſs of the goſpel from age to age. It would take 
up a volume of ſome length to illuſtrate this, and the employ- 
ment would well recompenſe the pains of any who ſhould 


have leiſure and ability ſufficient for the taſk, Infidel malice 


alan. xli. 20. 
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has been gratified, even to ſatiety, with tedious and circumſtan- 
tial details of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory conſtrued on a very dif- 


ferent plan. The intrigues and politics of Churchmen, the 
ambition of Popes, the TiperBicion of Monks, the ſubtilty of 

eſuits, the external hiſtory too of the Reformation, and the 
Oka of various Sectaries, have been largely expoſed. And 
though few think it worth their while to wade through the 
yoluminous narratives of Fleury and Du Pin, yet in Moſheim's 
hiſtory their materials have been compreſſed into a narrower 
compaſs, and you ſee in him all that can tend to diſgrace chri- 


ſtianity reduced as it were to a point; and this is the effect with 


thoſe who know not and who care not what the goſpel is, to 
render them indifferent with reſpe& to chriſtianity itſelf, and 
to extol above all things the ſceptical faſtidiouſneſs which, un- 
der the decent names of moderation and charity, now pervade 
the polite world. The excellence indeed of Moſheim's hiſtory 
is in moſt things very great, and perhaps unequalled. But as 
he ſeems himſelf not to have underſtood the nature of chriſti- 
anity, all, or nearly all, his narrative is ſpent on external 
things. | W br 0 
But there was in every century, from the Apoſtles* days to 
ours, a real church, that which deſerved the name in the beſt 
ſenſe, 'men who feared God and wrought righteouſneſs, living 
by faith in the Son of God, and practically applying to their 
own hearts the peculiarities of chriſtianity, which, I muſt till 
ſay, on ſeripture evidence, conſiſt in ju//ification and regeneration, 
he gates of hell never prevailed againſt this church, though 
always oppoſed. Here alone the true nature'and beauty of 
ehriflianit are ſeen, With theſe dwell the virtues and graces 
of the goſpel, faith, hope, charity, patience, meekneſs, ſelf- 
denial, and the love of heavenly things. The hiftory of theſe, 
as they appeared in different places and circumſtances, is, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, the hiſtory of the church, 8 
But in Moſheim they are ſcarce at all to be found. Public 
and noi ſy tranſactions engage his attention throughout. Ig 
this chriſtianity? (ſays the Infidel) Are theſe its fruits? What 
has it done in the world?“ How much more uſeful had 
it been to have been more ſparing in theſe ſcenes, and to have 
laid open, in an impartial and ingenuous manner, the real 
church of Chriſt! This would have been properly the hiſtory 
| his book having 
no more to do with real chriſtianity, than robberies and aſſaſſi- 
nations have to do with good government. Yet his pains in 
laying open the evils and abufes is by no means to be con- 
demned; it has its ſolid uſes, which would appear alſo to great 
"oY | advantage, 
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advantage, had the hiſtory of real chriſtianity been given alſs 


at the ſame time. | | 

For there have ever been ſome, who, though not many of 
them converted perhaps with the ſame remarkable circum- 
ſtances that attended Mr. Howard's change, of mind, have 
yet been converted by the ſame Spirit of „and brought 
io the ſame principles and ſenſations; men who felt and owned 
themſelves loſt and undone finners by nature as, well as prac- 
tice; men who in extremity were relieved by a divine light and 
aid. who found themſelves comforted and refreſhed with di- 
vine peace, purely through faith, by the righteouſneſs and ſal - 
vation of Jeſus Chriſt ;, men who knew emphatically why they 
called him Sauiour, and enjoyed even in this life a real com- 
munion with him in their Fouls, who derived from his kind- 
neſs, by the force of a myſterious but powerful union, ſtren 
«nk fin and all ſorts of evil; who lived in bim ſpiritually, 
fat 


lowed his example indeed in real holineſs, had their conver- 
all. that the world calls great, to an heavenly kingdom, con- 
tented here to be deſpiſed : as fools and madmen, yet living ac - 
cording to every maxim of true wiſdom ; returning good for 
evil, prayers for curſes, and beneficence for perſecution ; the 
real friends of mankind, new creatures indeed, and, finally, 
as diſtin in ſpirit and taſte from the reſt of the world as hight 
is from darkneſs. Theſe are the CRRISTIAMSs; the biſtory of 
theſe is the hiſtory of the church. Malignant oppoſers of tha 

riptures miſs their mark alt er when they cenſure chr 


Lianity, becauſe of the wickedneſs of vaſt numbers who are 


called chriſtians; for, ſtrictly ſpeaking, they are infidels as 
well as themſelves; and ſo long as men defpile the eſſential 
mciples. of ſcripture, they ought to be ſo eſteemed, whatever 
they pleaſe to call themſelves, | 
5 Dia we accuſtom ougſelves to view the church in this, which 
is/its true light, we ſhould not complain of the difficulty of 
fading out whom or what we are to believe amidſt the endleſs 
diſtractions of controverſy. We have only to turn away our 


[es from the many ſcenes of mock-chriſtianity, and ſteadi 
| 0 that which is genuine. For there have ever been thoſe 
aue held, and felt, and practiſed as has been defcribed. 
etting aſide alſo ſome leffer differences of opinion which they 
may. have had among themſelves, the views of the fall and of 
HAuman depravity, of juſtification by Jeſus. Chriſt and redemp- 
tion through his blood, of a life of entire dependance on him, 
aud of thoſe fruits of holineſs which reſult from it are ſimple, 
 Umiformy clear, intelligible; the moſt, fo of any thing in me 
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n, when tb mind is rightly diſpoſed to receive the tin, 


and ſubmit to it in all its energy. 

This is then the way to yak of chriſtianity. The fulfil- 
ment of the ſcriptures, and the divine origin of the religion 
itſelf, would hence be ſhewn in a light unanſwerably ſtrong. 

The acts of the Apoſtles form a very precious beginning of 
this hiſtory, and have in this view been judiciouſly illuſtrated 
in a late publication by an able and pious divine of the church 
of England.“ He has not proſecuted the hiſtory beyond the 
firſt century; and I confeſs the talk, as we advance downward 
to the times of the Reformation, grows more arduous. It might 
However be done; and hiſtorical proofs are not wanting from 
age to age of the true church of Chriſt, ſhining as a light in 
the mid of a dark world. The fcene ſhifts indeed from place 
to place, The fpirit of God is grieved from time to time; 
candlefticks are removed, but ſtilſ the light, which is here ex- 
tinguiſhed, riſes there, and burns with triumphant glory. In 
vain ſhall we ſeek to confine it within the pale of certain de- 
nominations. The grace of God will not be thus fettered, and 
we ought to ſeparate it in our ideas from all externals and cir- 
cumſtantials whatever. For ages, even amidſt the corruptions 
of Popery, ſome ſouls were partakers of its influence. But 
when the church was ſeemingly near a total extinction, it was 


revived with wonderful power at the Reformation. Even the 


Janſeniſts in France, though Papiſts by name, were poſſeſſed 
of the ſame holy flame which animated the breaſts of pious 
Proteſtants, at the very time too that the church of England, a 
Proteſtant church by conſtitution, had relapſed into a con- 


' tempt of the goſpel. In our own times a glorious change has 


in her taken place; evangelical principles have been revived; 
they are ſpreading at this day with vigour and effect. May the 
land in general feel their force ! And as the church has ever 
been thus preſerved, ſo particular inſtances of very extraordi- 
nary exertions of the grace of God have appeared from age to 
ages as it were, to call up the attention of a lumbering world. 
converſion of St. Paul, recorded in the ninth chapter of 
the Acts, is of this ſort; and that of St. Auguſtine, f recorded 
by himſelf, is extremely remarkable. That of Col. Gardiner 
has been diſplayed by the reſpectable pen of Dr. Doddridge ; 
and may not the EEO of theſe ſheets preſume to offer one 
in ſome meaſure of the ſame kind to the reader's attention ? 
Reflections like theſe ſhould have their weight with thinking 
minds, and are certainly calculated to make us ſee that there 
ever has been ſomething divine in real religion which ought 


© Newton's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, + See Theological Miſcellany, No, z. 
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not to be conſounded with nominal chriſtianity, which has 


been too raſhly condemned as enthuſiaſm, and which deſerves 
the moſt proſound attention of every one who would be made 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus. . 
IV. There is a method not uncommonly made uſe of to 
evade the force of this whole argumentation, which, as it meets 
us in full oppoſition, though with a ſpecious appearance of 
friendſhip, it will behove us to expoſe in its true light. What 
has been advanced concerning the doctrines of chriſtianity, 
their influence, their neceſſity, their importance, has its truth, 
and muſt be owned by every chriſtian. But then why ſuch 


extreme cenſoriouſneſs, why ſuch contracted bigotry? The 


generality of the Clergy and Laity do at bottom hold the ſame 
things as thoſe which you ſo vehemently inſiſt on; only they 
are more moderate in their manner, and more wary in their 
uſe of theſe truths. They make ſome conceſſions to the world 
in things not very material, for the ſake of doing good in 
things of greater conſequence. It is not the doctrine, but the 
intemperate manner of applying it, which expoſes thoſe who 
call themſelves evangelical, to cenſure and ill-will; and parti- 
cularly their want of charity can never be vindicated, in ſup- 
poling none to be right but thoſe. who uſe exactly the ſame 
language as themſelves. | | 

The ſophiſtry of this charge deſerves to be diſtinctly con- 
ſidered. And to prevent miſtakes, it muſt be confeſſed that if 
the perſons deſcribed under the laſt article as members of the 
real church of Chriſt, had nothipg to ſhew for the vindication 


Py 


of their peculiar principles and practice but an affected diſcri- 


mination from others in point of phraſeology; if, in ſhort, ver- 
bal diſtinctions were all they had to boaſt of, their conduct 
would be indeed indefenſible. It would not only be unchari- 
table and bigotted, but alſo weak and unmanly. For what 
more unworthy of rational creatures, than to ,raiſe diſputes 
among themſelves on mere terms, when their ideas are the 
e! 

But this is ſar from being the caſe in the preſent inſtance; 
and every candid obſerver, who has thought with any clear- 
neſs or preciſion on theſe ſubjects, muſt ſee that the difference 
is in ideas, not in words, and is extremely momentous, even 
more ſo than language can deſcribe. & 

That the religion briefly deſcribed in the laſt article, and pe- 
culiarly diſtinguiſhed by . out the doctrines of juſtifica- 
tion and regeneration, is eſſentially diſtinct from that of thoſe 


who deny the Godhead and atonement of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 


perſonality and influence of the Holy Ghoſt, will be at once 
JJ . 
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allowed; and how numerous, increaſingly numerous, are theſe 
in this kingdom ! 7 | * 
Many, however, do yet hold the doctrines of the 
and the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt in a general manner, though 
they ſeem to make little uſe of them in practice, and do evi- 
dently lay the great ſtreſs for their hope of heaven on the per- 
formance of moral duties, and yet at the ſame time treat with 
perfect contempt all ideas of converſion or reg2neration; not 
perhaps denying the thing itſelf, yet ridiculing all pretenſions 
af any perſon to the experience of them in our days. If this 
be a true account of the (tate of many of the Clergy and Laity 
in this kingdom, one ſees at firſt ſight why they obje& to the 
manner of ſetting forth theſe things, Th have no idea of 
ny perſonal uſe and application af to the heart and con- 
lence. And how then do they differ effentially from thoſe 
who deny them altogether? For what is all the doctrine in the 
world abſtracted from its uſe? . | | 
_ Granting, however, that there are many things in which 
good men may ſafe] differ, and ought to ſhew a ſpirit of mu- 
tual forbearance and moderation, certainly the doctrine of juſ- 
tikcation is nat one of thoſe ſubjects. If any queſtion can be 
conceived: to be even of infinite importance, it is this How 
ſhall man be accepted with his Maker? We trifle only with 
God and our ſouls, while we content aurſelves with a looſe 
and general idea of Chriſt's atonement, and bring it to no one 
determinate point of utility Whatever. For the queſtion is 
this :»=Qught I to truſt (entirely in Jeſus Chriſt, and to re- 
nounce my own righteouſnels. entirely, in order for falvation, 
or is it unſaſe and dangerous fo to do; and ought my hope of 
heaven to be founded partly on the merit of Chriſt, and partly 


on my own 7— This is the clear ſtate of the queſtion as it lies 


between the two parties before us on the ſubject of juſtification. 
And is tbis a nominal diſtinction ? Is it of no conſequence 
whether man be thoroughly humbled, or allowed to glory in 
ſomething of his own? Whether God and the Lamb are to 


| have all the honour of his ſalvation or not? There is an eſſen- 


tial difference of opinion here, and the difference produces a 
moſt material diſtinction in the whole of. practical religion. 


The wry ends and motives of duty which each party propoſe 


to. themſelves are widely oppoſite. The love of God is the 
9g motive of the one ſyſtem, ſelf- righteouſneis of the other. 
put ſurely to every real chriſtian, whatever doubts he may 
have, (and he has many on religious ſubjects) it is no matter 
of doubt at all whether he be a fallen creature, dead altogether 


in fin by nature, It is no matter of heſitation whether he is 


- 
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to ſeek acceptance with God by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, or 


by the works of the law. It is not a problematical ſubject 
with him, Whether he muſt be born again, if ever he enter 


into the kingdom of God; whether this new birth, with all 


Its fruits and conſequences, be wrought by the will of man, 
or by the Spirit of Goc alone; whether his good works ought 
of neceſſity to be principled by the love of God ot not. 
But enough has been ſaid to ſhew that there is a real diffe- 
rence of opinion here; and thoſe who content themſelves with 
the forms of orthodoxy above deſcribed, may be convinced of 
it by the oppoſition which they feel in their own breaſts to that 
view of things which I have been eſpouſing. Let them ſearch, 
however, the ſerptares wich honeſt minds, and at leaſt ceaſe 
from ſaying that they mean the ſame things as thoſe which 
they oppoſe. For if indeed this be the cafe, why do they ſhew 
ſuch averſion to theſe principles? Why diſfike to have them 
ſet forth in the plaineſt manner? Why are they more cordial, 
and feet their own ſpirits to be more in unifon with Socinians, 
Sceptics, and with any fort of perſons than thoſe whom they 
deem Enthuſiaſts ? Why ſuch ridicule and contempt of the 
New Birth ? Why is the preachicg of their ſyſtem, if it be a 
ſyſtem at all, of no weight, no influence ? Is it not incredible 
that, if indeed their doctrine was the ſame, no inſtances of an 
converſion ſhould ever happen among them? Is it not till 
more incredible that they ſhould deride the very idea of con- 
verſion itfelf ? Why are they fo fearful of the croſs of Chriſt? 
Why ſo conformable to the taſte and fpirit of the world? How 


happens it, that the people in general, who attend their mini- 


ſtry, are ſo ignorant of the firſt principles of chriſtianity ? T 
remember Mr. Howard told me that he never in all his life 
heard of the New Birth from any pulpit till he heard it at 
Ferriby; and I apprehend that many might juſtly make a ſimi- 
lar remark. ' It were much to be wiſhed that the truth was 
clearly ſeen in this point, becauſe while men fancy the com- 
mon, beaten, broad, faſhionable road, which expoſes them to 
no inconveniences, will lead to the fame end as the narrow 
and — 5 road, they will never leave the one for the ſake of 
the other. e 8 oy . 


V. If the doQines of juſtification and regeneration be then 


real ſcripture-doctrines, and enter into the principles of a work 
of divine grace on the heart; if they prove their divine origin 
by their own NK. and native energy; if they have never failed 
in every age of the church to be attended with undeniable 

ſeals of their divinity, inthe converſion and holy lives of — 
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Af theſe alone conſtitute the church, and if every other ſort of 
rinciples be diametrically oppofite, what remains but that we 
take ourſelves to the ſtudy of the ſacred oracles, and ſee what 


| Is the religion there enforced? On a fair examination we ſhall 


find that the principles which in this kingdom have been 
ſpreading for about forty years, and have been ftigmatized 
with the opprobrious terms of Methodiim or Enthuſiaſm, are 
in reality the religion 6f the apoftles and primitive chriſtians. 
And a little candid examination will convince any reaſonable 
man that they are no other than thoſe which the Reformers in 
Germany and England profeſſed, and on which the church of 
England is founded, The decline has been ſo deep with us, 
and ſcepticiſm, prophaneneſs, and an illegitimate and unſcrip- 
tural charity have been propagated in ſo general a manner, that 
the revival of theſe principles ſubjects men to the cenſure of 

introducing ſome ſtrange ſectarian ideas; _ they contain 
nothing new, nothing particular, nothing different from the 
creed of the wiſeſt and moſt intelligent chriſtians of all ages, 
nor from the genuine doctrine of the church. Much pains has 
been taken to ſuppreſs them; perſecution has been tried, but 
the ſpirit of the times, and the lenity of government have ever 
rendered it ineffectual. The moſt indecent publications on 
the plan of wit and raillery have been attempted, nor has the 


more reaſonable mode of argument been neglected. Yet theſe 


principles live and flouriſh, and every lover of truth will rejoice 
to find that many of the eſtabliſhed clergy are opening their 


eyes more and more, and entering into the ſpirit of the new 


teſtament with increaſing ardour. The hand of God alſo has 
evidently been with them. Mr. Howard's caſe, though ſome- 
what ſingular in circumſtances, is by no means fo in ſubſtance. 
'« Men are turned from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
44 of Satan to God.” Multitudes are reformed, and lead holy 


lives, wherever theſe principles prevail. I frankly avow that 


the recommendation of theſe. principles was the deſign of this 
publication. Let ir only be allowed that there is ſuch a thing 


28 a divinely revealed religion, that the knowledge and power 


of it are of infinite importance, and then if any one will {till 


faſtidiouſly refuſe theſe principles an hearing, let him aff him- 


ſelf, where and among what ſort of perſons he can expect to 
find the real chriſtian religion. If he is not quite buried in 


prophaneneſs and pride, he will ſcarce look for it among Ari- 
ans and Socinians. What! is the ſpirit of God with thofe 
who degrade the eſſential dignity of the Saviour, or deſpiſe the 
operations of the Holy W or explain away te only hope 


tate 


54) 
of a finner—the atonement of the Son of Gad? Will he look 
for the chriſtian religion among the common profeſſors of or- 


thodoxy ? This will in our days comprehend a very large part; 
about forty years ago it comprehended almoſt the whole of the 


eſtabliſhed clergy, But what ſignature of divine life can be 
traced among them? Is there not an evident want of zeal 
with reſpe& to religion? not to ſay among many a want of 
any plan or ſyſtem of ideas. at all? Is there the leaſt ſpiritual 
good apparent among them? Do any in hearing diſcourſes 
m the pulpit ever obtain, or 7970 to obtain, any benefit? 
Can a ſingle inſtance be produced in the courſe of twenty or 
thirty years of a ſingle perſon reclaimed from vice in conſe- 
quence of this religion! J 
He muſt then, if truly ſerious for his ſoul, look for the re- 
ligion of Chriſt among thoſe who, under God, have of late 


years been the inſtruments of the revival already mentioned. 


And may he look to good purpoſe ! May the dawn of Goſpel- 
light, the very beſt ſymptom of divine favour which this kjng- 
dom, amidſt all its alarming evils, can boaſt, break out into 


day ! I would not deſpair but that even ſome of the Dignitaries 


of the church may not only view. with more friendly eyes, as 
they lately have done, but themſelves alſo with honeſt zeal 
eſpouſe and ſupport the precious peculiarities of cbriſtianity. 
Devoutly ſhould. we pray, that that God, who alone worketh 
great marvels, would ſend down upon our biſhops and cu- 
< rates, and all congregations committed to their charge, the 
<« healthful ſpirit of his grace!“ 
Let me be permitted to ſuggeſt to my brethren of the 
- clergy, that they have taken upon them a weighty charge in- 
deed, the feeding, of precious ſouls, whoſe blood will be re- 
quired at their hands, if they be found unfaithful: and that a 
Jiſe of mere indolence and pleaſure, or ſpent in the purſuit of 
preferment and attendance on the Great, or even in the fairer 
and more creditable attention to matters of learning and taſte, 
or worldly buſineſs, is by no means calculated to qualify them 
for the right diſcharge of the taſk which they have undertaken. 
Wich whom haſt thou left thoſe few ſheep in the wildeineſs?” 
1s a very awful enquiry, which at the laſt judgment-day will 
be made of every paſtor; and it behoves us to conſider what 
anſwer we can return to it. Lo have been uſeful in promoting 
the ſalvation of only a few fouls, will one day be found more 
noble, as it is certainly a more ſolid atchievement, than to 
. have amaſſed all the treaſures of learning and philoſophy, the 
| beſt uſe of which is to render them hand- maids to piety, or to 
+ have dutſtripped all their equals in eccleſiaſtical preferment. 


* 


( 5s ) 


If the friends and acquaintance of Mr. Howard in Ireland 
ſhould happen to ſee theſe ſheets, they are requeſted, for their 
own ſake, to give them a ſerious peruſal. His heart was much 
affected on their account, and he earneſtly longed for the 
proſperity of their ſouls, | 

Chriſtian believers may, I hope, find ſomething in this nar- 
rative that may warm their hearts with heavenly zeal, and at 
the ſame time fortify their judgments on the ſubje& of hu- 
mility and godly fear. Such as it is, I commit this little 


: publication to the divine bleſſing. 
. 

5 5 

5 

! X 

; LATELY PUBLISHED »y Tu SAME AUTHOR, 
: PRICE THREE SHILLINGS, 

Sold by R. Syexce, and the reft of the Bookſellers in York, 
3 T. BROWN E and R. MiLlLlsON, in Hull, 

3 | 5 

, GIBBON's ACCOUNT 
is O F | 

a cHRISTIANITT CONSIDERED. 

. 

11 : 

at 20 

8 

e 

P 

e 

C 


